Pope clears way for 


оре beatification of 


Rada votes out Yushchenko government 


(RFE/RL/JF Monitor/UkrNews)—An alliance of communists and po- 
litical parties loyal to business tycoons called oligarchs on April 26 car- 
ried the majority in the Ukrainian parliament in a non-confidence vote 
against Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko. 

In two votes, 263 deputies out of the 450-strong parliament determined 
they did not have confidence in Yushchenko. The prime minister then quit 
his post. 

The cabinet will now become a caretaker government for a maximum 
of 60 days, until a new government is formed. 

The anti- Yushchenko alliance had accused the government of failing to 
improve the economy and leading the country to ruin. 

Yushchenko promised his supporters he would fight on for the issues he 
believed were important to ensure democracy and economic prosperity. 

He thanked his supporters in parliament and around 15,000 supporters 
outside parliament — the largest demonstration Ukraine has seen since 
pro-independence rallies held in the late 1980s. 

Yushchenko told them he would not abandon politics: 

“T am not going away from politics. I am going to return. I thank you 
again for your attention and support.” He said the government had been 
captured by "а group which stands against the national interests” and said 
he would stand with the people in combating the forces which had thrown 
him out of office. 

Immediately after the vote, the right-wing factions supporting 
Yushchenko announced their break with the centre-right pro-presidential 
majority and their intention to establish a right-wing presidential opposi- 
tion. They apparently expect Yushchenko — who is at the moment, ac- 
cording to recent polls, Ukraine’s most popular politician — to join thenr 
in a run-up to next year’s Rada elections. 

“Today we lost the best premier, but received the leader of the nation,” 
the Rukh factions, the Fatherland Party, and the Reforms and Order Party 
said of Yushchenko’s ouster in a joint statement. 

The communists had been unhappy throughout Yushchenko’s 16-month 
tenure in office with his market reform and privatization policies and his 
pro-Western stance. 

The “oligarch” parties turned against Yushchenko for taking action 
against corruption and reducing money-making opportunities for many of 
them. 

The vote against Yushchenko came despite an upturn in Ukraine’s 
economy and popular moves by his government, such as paying millions 
of dollars in back pay and pensions owed to those depending on state 
funds. 

Earlier, Yushchenko said the desire of some oligarchs to continue lining 
their pockets and to secure their positions in parliamentary elections sched- 
uled for next year was the real issue rather than the government’s eco- 
nomic record: 

“The reasons for this (dismissal) are the economic considerations and 
interests of groups of different (criminal) big shots in Ukrainian politics. 
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The director of independent 
Ukrainian think-tank, the Institute 
for Statehood and Democracy, Ivan 
Lozowy, said Yushchenko’s removal 
may be the beginning of more tur- 
moil in Ukraine. He said people re- 
alize the popular will was being ig- 
nored by parliament and that could 
lead to a feeling that direct action at 
street level was the only way to press 
for changes. 

He said: “We will understand the 
significance of this event in a little 
while. The removal of Yushchenko, 
as it happened, opens the doors to a 
renewed political revolution.” 

Many observers believe Ukrain- 
ian President Leonid Kuchma was 
instrumental in Yushchenko’s re- 
moval. Kuchma has allies among the 
oligarch parties and it is believed he 
could have tipped the balance in 
Yushchenko’s favor if he really 
wanted to do so. 

Earlier in the week, Kuchma ex- 
pressed support for Yushchenko and 
on April 25 he held a meeting with 
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PHOTO — UNIAN 
Members of the militia cordon off the parliament building from Yushchenko supporters demonstrating on the 
day of his government’s defeat, April 26. Some 15-20,000 people took part in the demonstration. 


Ющенко буде брати участь 
в парляментських виборах 


(«Українська Правда») -Віктор Ющенко буде 
брати участь в парляментських виборах 2002 
року, а поки що прем'єр має намір податися у 
відставку. У те, що Кучма не прийме її, Ющенко 
не вірить. «Я би не заспокоював себе якимись 
іншими надіями. Швидше за все, так воно і 
буде». 

Про це Ющенко заявив після заключного 
засідання Кабінету міністрів. Всі члени уряду, 
які були у Києві, разом з ним вийшли через 
парадний вхід будинку уряду. 

На прощання на сходах уряду вони зробили 
«сімейне фото» на спомин. З 19 членів уряду 
15 будуть увіковічнені на цій історичній картці. 
(На ній будуть відсутні віце-прем'єр Дубина і 
міністр з питань надзвичайних ситуацій Дурдинець, 
які у четвер супроводжували Кучму в поїздці 
на ЧАЕС, міністр економіки Роговий та міністр 
культури і мистецтв Ступка. Однак у них 
знайшлися дублери - на останньому засіданні 
уряду і під час фотографування були присутні, 
зокрема, глава держподаткової адміністрації Аза- 
ров, голова антимонопольного комітету Завада 
і урядовий секретар Лисицький. Позиції перших 
двох навряд чи будуть піддані сумніву при будь- 
якому уряді). 

Члени Кабміну не виглядали пригніченими, 
сміялися і просили фотографів розташувати їх 
в групі для фотографування якнайкраще. 

Ющенко закликав журналістів не вважати чле- 
нів цього уряду підкореними. Як тільки надійде 
офіційна постанова з Верховної Ради, прем'єр і 
члени збираються почати процедуру відставки. 
У інтерв'ю журналістам Ющенко сказав: «Як 
би ми не відносилися до голосування, це єдина 


легальна форма». 

Ющенко ще раз підтвердив, що не погодиться 
на ролю виконуючого обов'язки. «Виконувати 
обов'язки я не буду» - заявив прем'єр, аргумен- 
туючи свою позицію тим, що Україна «вже 
пройшла» період виконуючих обов'язки глав 
уряду. У зв'язку з цим він навів приклад Єфима 
Звягильського, який виконував обов'язки прем'єра 
з вересня 1993 по червень 1994. Як заявив 
Ющенко, Звягильський був «працьовитою i 
відданою справі уряду людиною», однак його 
статус виконуючого обов'язки «серйозно девалю- 
вав роботу того Кабінету міністрів». «Тому, це 
для інших осіб, не для мене - статус виконуючого 
обов'язки». 

Ющенко подякував всім членам уряду: «Я 
переконаний, що ми робили непогану роботу, 
про яку ми ще будемо не раз згадувати за 
різних обставин». 

Він зазначив, що цей уряд першим не застосу- 
вав інструменти, згідно з якими «за політичні 
голоси (на підтримку уряду) треба платити обле- 
нерго, заводами, комбінатами, якимись митними 
або податковими преференціями». Це, зі слів 
Ющенка, призвело до того, що і уряд, і громад- 
ськість країни «побачили, наскільки Україна само- 
достатня, якщо в ній буде панувати порядок». 

На прощання Ющенко порадив майбутньому 
прем'єр-міністру проводити відкриту публічну 
політику. «Ми щасливі, що провели в уряді 
півтора року. Це був складний час, але для нас 
було важливо, що ми входимо в уряд 3 новими 
принципами. Для нас важливо - відкрита 1 
публічна політика», - заявив Ющенко журна- 
лістам. 
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R.J.'s Tours Ltd 


11708-135A Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5M 115 


We specialize in travel and tours to UKRAINE 
and escorted group tours around the world 


Family owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia Tomkins 
780-415-5633 Toll free 1-877-353-5633 


(Sao coo ові заоньнавю ові он aes 
1 UKRAINE TOUR - Aug. 6-21. We have only a few seats left on й 
' our 16 day all-inclusive escorted group tour to Ukraine. І 
, Call us for a detailed brochure. у 


i] 
1 We specialize in arranging individual travel itineraries, plus escorted all- і 
т inclusive group tours, to and throughout Ukraine. Let us take the stress out of 1 
! your travel plans. Our seasoned team of Canadian and Ukrainian staff are 1 
' always close by, assisting with every aspect of your trip. You get to enjoy only ! 
; the most pleasant memories, unmarred by modern travel hassles and snags. : 


т Year round escorted group tours to the world's Sun and Fun spots with 1 
: meticulous attention to detail. 

I 
1 COUNTRY MUSIC TOUR - Oct. 6-18. This is our annual tour to | 


1 Nashville, Branson and New Orleans. This one fills up quickly. 1 
All tours escorted by Robert and/or Patricia Tomkins. у 


1 
ВО ¢ 


Listen for the Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian Hour Zabava Program on Winnipeg's 810 
CKJS Saturday 5-7 p.m. and Sunday 7-9 p.m. on Edmonton's 790 CFCW 
Call us at 1-877-353-5633 and we'll mail detailed brochures out to you 
http://www.tourukraine.com e-mail: rjstours@tourukraine.com 
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Ще 263 дні - i Кучмі скажуть «ні» 


Так підрахувала Тимошенко 


(«Українська Правда») -27 квітня близько 11 
години ранку Юлія Тимошенко оголосила про 
створення всеукраїнського штабу з проведення 
референдуму, який вона очолила. За словами 
лідера «Батьківщини», крім її партії до нього 
увійшли 50 партій, зокрема, СПУ, «Собор», 
частина акції «За правду», яку координує Олесь 
Доній, Григорій Омельченко та інші відчайдушні 
антикучмісти. «Штаб з референдуму є логічним 
продовженням Форуму національного порятунку», 
- сказала лідер «Батьківщини», відповідаючи на 
питання про можливий розкол в опозиції у зв'язку 
з неоднозначним ставленням до ідеї референдуму. 

Тимошенко спростувала інфорамцію про те, 
що результати референдуму будуть нелегітимними. 
«Такі заяви робляться людьми або з оточення 
президента, або тими, хто на нього працює», - 
заявила лідер партії «Батьківщина» і нагадала 
рішення Конституційного Суду, «який чітко виз- 
начив, що існує легітимна процедура проведення 
референдуму». Саме ж питання, що виноситься 
на референдум, не побудовано таким чином, що 
Кучма автоматично має піти у відставку. Згідно 
з Конституцією існує лише чотири причини для 
дострокового припинення повноважень президента: 
відставка за власним бажанням, стан здоров'я, 
імпічмент, смерть. Саме власноручно написаної 
заяви про відставку і збираються домогтися від 
Кучми організатори референдуму. 

Сформульоване за допомогою юристів питання, 
яке Тимошенко пропонує винести на референдум, 
дослівно звучить так: «Чи вважаєте ви, що Леонід 
Кучма за знищення прав та свобод українського 
народу відповідно до принципів верховенства права 
повинен проголосити заяву про відставку згідно 
статей 108, 109 Конституції України»? 


Юлія Тимошенко, вважає, що «після того, як 
народ скаже Кучмі «ні», а він не підпише заяву 
про відставку, він вже не буде легітимним для 
світу президентом і це «буде нонсенс». 

У опозиціонерки, за її словами, вже є організа- 
ційний плян, згідно з яким на весь комплекс за- 
ходів навколо референдуму потрібні 263 дні. 
Першим кроком для початку процедури референ- 
думу є проведення ініціятивних зборів. Їх призна- 
чено на 3 травня в бюрі «Батьківщини». Після 
цього Центрвиборчком повинен протягом двох 
тижнів видати листи для збору підписів, яких 
необхідно зібрати 3 млн. 

Як передає кореспондент УП, Тимошенко гото- 
ва до протидії влади: «Я переконана, що оточення 
президента буде чинити опір». Прокуратура та- 
кож, за її словами, «наскільки можливо заважає», 
бо «тиск посилюється щодня» і вона навіть 
«ледь-ледь виїхала на цю прес-конференцію». 
Голова новоствореного штабу говорить, що чудо- 
во пам'ятає, як були сфальсифіковані президент- 
ські вибори, а потім квітневий референдум 2000 
року і розуміє, «що буде важко». «Я хочу сказати 
президенту, що, під мою особисту відповідаль- 
ність, ми не дамо президенту сфальсифікувати 
референдуму, завадити організації його проведен- 
ня і проігнорувати його результат» - сказала 
Тимошенко. 

Лідер «Батьківщини» сподівається на величезну 
підтримку народу і, як керівник організаційного 
штабу, підходить до цього серйозно. З 27 квітня 
починає працювати багатоканальний телефон, 
за яким «кожен громадянин може отримати чіткі 
вказівки, як діяти і що робити, щоб допомогти 
проведенню референдуму». Його номер 8 (044) 
254-47-00. «Альтернатива проведенню референ- 
думу - пасивне спостереження за тим, що від- 
бувається в країні», - палко говорить Тимошенко. 


Тігшко, Азаров, Медведчук — 
кандидати в прем'єри 


(«Українська Правда») «Наступним прем'єром 
може стати той, на кому буде найбільш чітко 
спрямована домовленість політичних сил», - вва- 
жає народний депутат від фракції «Трудова Ук- 
раїна» Дмитро Табачник. За його словами, нав- 
коло прізвищ Сергія Тігіпка, Миколи Азарова, 
Віктора Медведчука і «розвернеться робота, про- 
позиції і так далі». Характеризуючи на прохання 
журналістів кандидатуру мера Києва Олександра 
Омельченка, якого називали серед можливих 
претендентів на це місце, Табачник сказав, що 
«він не захоче залишати посаду всенародно обра- 
ного міського Голови». 

Табачник ще раз підтвердив, що фракція 
«Трудова Україна» запропонує для обговорення 
кандидатуру Тігіпка». «Ми будемо пропонувати 
одного зі своїх товаришів, але фракція «ТУ» 
буде шукати компромісів разом з іншими для 
того, щоб досягти консенсусу і створити дійсно 
коаліційний уряд, який буде спиратися не лише 


на національно-демократичні сили, а на всі 
політичні сили, які будуть репрезентовані в 
парляменті», - сказав Табачник. 

За словами лідера депутатської групи «Солідар- 
ність» Петра Порошенка, «сьогодні гарантовано 
прохідної кандидатури не існує, потрібні певні 
додаткові консультації і домовленості між фрак- 
ціями». Коментуючи на прохання кореспондента 
УП кандидатуру Миколи Азарова, Порошенко 
сказав, що він обговорюється «в числі інших». 
«Але я думаю, що сьогодні треба спитати у 
самого Азарова, чи бажає він цього. В мене з 
цього приводу є великі сумніви», - зазначив 
Порошенко. 

Олександр Волков заявив, що його фракція 
не буде висувати кандидата в прем'єри. А таких 
можливих кандидатів на прем'єрську посаду, як 
Тігіпко та Омельченко (мер Києва) Волков з 
посмішкою назвав достойними та шановними 
претендентами. 


Кучмі замість прем'єра потрібен «бульдозер» 


(«Українська Правда») «Гарант» незадоволений 
відставкою Ющенка. Однак істерик він з приводу 
втрати прем'єра не влаштовував і сказав: «Відбу- 
лося те, що відбулося». 

«Рішення мені, як главі держави, подобатися 
не може», - сказав він в інтерв'ю журналістам 
в Славутичі і ще раз згадав старі куплети про 
необхідність збереження стабільності в країні і 
діялогу між урядом і парляментом. «Якщо немає 
діялогу, то відбуваються речі, які сталися сьогод- 
ні», - сказав він. 

При цьому Кучма заявив про свою непричет- 
ність до того, що відбувається - він підкреслив, 
що виступав і виступає за збереження стабільності 
в Україні і політичної, і уряду, і парляменту. 

На питання про пляни призначити виконуючого 
обов'язки прем'єр-міністра, Кучма повідомив про 


бажання ознайомитися з нормами Основного 
закону. «Я шаную Конституцію ї прийму 
рішення», - сказав він, додавши, що на сьогодні 
не готовий на 100% відповісти на це питання. 

Після відставки уряду «гарант» може зі спо- 
кійною совістю більше не заперечувати наявність 
в Україні кризи влади. Зі слів Кучми, необхідно 
провести термінові консультації, «а то це 
перетворюється у велику політичну гру». 

Ще Кучма порадив забути про відпочинок: 
парляментаріям «не треба чекати відпуску, а 
треба ухвалювати рішення». Яке саме - він не 
знає, тому що не бачить «нової більшості в 
парляменті». 

«Навколо нас і так багато накручено за допо- 
могою колег, і не тільки українських. Однією 
лопатою тут не розгребти - потрібен бульдозер», 
- підкреслив Кучма. 


Омельченко стверджує, що Мельниченко перебуває в США 


(«День»)--Народний депутат України, член 
групи «Антимафія» Григорій Омельченко заявив, 
що колишній майор держохорони Микола Мель- 
ниченко перебуває в США. 

«З 19 квітня - на день раніше, на день пізніше 
- М. Мельниченко з дружиною і дочкою вже 
перебуває в США, де його не дістануть брудні 
руки тих, хто за ним полював у Европі», - ска- 
зав депутат в інтерв'ю агентству Інтерфакс- 
Україна 23 квітня. Відповідаючи на запитання 
про найближчі пляни М. Мельниченка, депутат 


сказав, що розповість про них після того, як 
зустрінеться з майором і отримає на це його 
дозвіл, повідомляє Інтерфакс- Україна. 

Про надання політичного притулку М. Мельни- 
ченку стало відомо з інформації українського 
МЗС 14 квітня. Зовнішньополітичне відомство 
України висловило здивування в зв'язку з таким 
рішення США. Крім цього, в інформації МЗС 
говорилося, що політичний притулок наданий 
дружині зниклого журналіста Георгія Гонгадзе 
Мирославі. 
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Pope clears way for beatification | Pope sends letter to Ukraine’s 


of 27 Ukrainian martyrs 


By Cindy Wooden, 
Catholic News Service 

Just seven weeks after the local 
study of 27 Ukrainian martyrs 
ended, Pope John Paul П cleared the 


_ way for their beatification during his 


June trip to their homeland. 

The Vatican published the decrees 
recognizing the martyrdom of the 27 
members of Ukraine’s Eastern-rite 
church who died at the hands of Nazi 
invaders and communist occupiers, 
in Soviet gulags, or as the result of 
their imprisonment. 

The same day, April 24, the Vati- 
can promulgated a decree recogniz- 


ing the martyrdom of Ruthenian І 


Bishop Teodoro Romzsa, apostolic 
administrator of Mukachevo, 
Ukraine, who was killed in 1947. 
He, too, is expected to be beatified 
by the pope in late June. 


Father Barankyk’s body was not found. 


However, the Vatican said, witnesses 
reported “that he was boiled and 
served as soup to other prisoners.” 


Officials involved in the cause of ЩІ Я 
the 27 martyrs said completion of [4 


the Vatican process within weeks 


rather than within years of the Й 


Ukrainian Catholic Church forward- 


ing the material to Rome is a sign [ae 


of Pope John Paul’s personal desire 


to beatify the martyrs during his # 


June 23-27 trip. 


Cardinal Jose Saraiva Martins, - 
prefect of the Congregation for Й 


Sainthood Causes, told Pope John 
Paul April 24 that the Ukrainian 
martyrs “heroically witnessed their 
attachment to Christ and to the Ro- 
man pontiff during the Second 


World War and in the following БИЙ 
years when the church and the й 
Ukrainian hierarchy were perse- Й 


cuted by the communist regime.” 

“The recent political changes in 
Easter Europe have finally permit- 
ted the gathering of proof’ neces- 
sary for a declaration of martyrdom, 
the cardinal said. 

By honoring the new martyrs, 
Cardinal Saraiva Martins said, the 
whole church honors the Ukrainian 
Catholic and Ruthenian communi- 
ties “which generated them in the 
faith and which they served in con- 
ditions of extreme suffering to the 
point of shedding their blood.” 

The Ukrainian martyrs include 
eight bishops and 15 priests, some 
of whom were members of religious 
orders and two of whom were mar- 
ried, as is permitted in the Eastern 
church. The group also includes 
three religious women and a layman. 

One of the martyrs, Father 
Omeljan Kovch, who died in the 
Majdanek concentration camp in 
Poland, was a victim of the Nazis. 
He was arrested by the communists 
in Przemysl, in what was then 
Ukraine, in 1941. Released, he was 
arrested by the Nazis in 1943 for 
helping Jews flee. 

The first person listed in the cause 
is Bishop Mykola Charnetsky of 
Volyn and Pidlyashia. Arrested by 
the Soviet secret police in 1945 
along with all of the other Ukrain- 
ian Catholic bishops, he was sen- 
tenced to hard labor in Siberia. Mal- 
treated and tortured, he was so sick 
that authorities allowed him to re- 
turn to Lviv in 1956 to die. Although 
suffering from his mistreatment, he 
lived and ministered until 1959. 

A Vatican official said the bish- 
Op’s reputation for holiness is so 
great that authorities have to put 
more dirt on his grave every week 
because so many pilgrims pray there 
and take a handful of the soil away 
with them. 

Basilian Father Severijan Bara- 
nkyk was arrested by the Soviet se- 


cret police in 1941 and imprisoned 
in Drohobych. When advancing 
Nazi troops entered the city, they 
found the prison abandoned by the 
Soviets but littered with the dead 
bodies of prisoners. 

Father Barankyk’s body was not 
found. However, the Vatican said, 
witnesses reported “that he was 
boiled and served as soup to other 
prisoners.” 

Basilian Father Jakym Senkivskyi 
was arrested the same day as Father 
Barankyk and taken to the same 
prison. After the German soldiers 
arrived, his body was found “black 
and bloated,” as if he, too, had been 
boiled to death. 

Redemptorist Father Zynovij was 
arrested in 1941 while preaching a 
homily. He was martyred by the 
communists “in a mock crucifixion 
against a wall in the Bryhidky 
prison” in Lviv, according to the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

Two of the bishops recognized as 
martyrs have connections to 
Canada: 

¢ Bishop Vasyl Velychkovsky was 
arrested in Ukraine in 1945 and con- 
demned to 10 years of forced labor 
in Siberia. Released in 1955, he 
went to Lviv, where he clandestinely 
was ordained a bishop in 1963. Ar- 
rested again in 1969, he received a 
three-year sentence. 

“Before his release on Jan. 27, 
1972, he was injected with an un- 
known substance by his jailers,” the 
Vatican said. 

Already near death, he was re- 
leased to travel to Rome and then to 
Winnipeg, where he died in 1973. 

г In 1912 Bishop Mykyta Budka 
became the first bishop for Ukrain- 
ian Catholics in Canada. After 15 
years, he was called to Rome, then 
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_ Mykyta Budka, first Ukrainian Catholic Bishop of Canada. 


sent to Lviv in 1928. Arrested with 
the other Ukrainian Catholic bish- 
ops in 1945, he was condemned to 
eight years of forced labor. He died 
in 1949 in the hospital of a labour 
camp in Kazakhstan. (For more on 
Bishop Budka see “Canada’s first 
bishop to be among 26 Ukrainian 
martyrs beatified by Pope”, Ukrain- 
ian News, April 4-17, 2001.) 

Two of the religious women, St. 
Joseph Sisters Olha Bida and 
Leukadia Herasymiy, secretly min- 
istered to the faithful who were with- 
out priests because of Soviet perse- 
cution. Caught leading prayers at a 
funeral in 1950, they were arrested 
and sent to Siberia. They died in the 
Kharsk prison camp within seven 
months of each other. 

Among the other causes cleared 
for beatification at the Vatican April 
24 was that of Sister Josaphata 
Michaelina Hordashevska, co- 
founder of the Sister Servants of 
Mary Immaculate, the first non- 
monastic Ukrainian Catholic order 
for women. 

After the April 24 formal recog- 
nition of a miracle attributed to her 
intercession, Pope John Paul is ex- 
pected to beatify her along with the 
martyrs during a late June Divine 
Liturgy in Lviv. 

At a separate Mass in Lviv, the 
pope is expected to beatify Father 
Zigmund Gorazdowski, a member 
of Ukraine’s Latin-rite church. The 
priest, who lived from 1845 to 1920, 
established homes for the poor, the 
hungry and the homeless in West- 
егп Ukraine and founded the Sisters 
of St. Joseph. 

The Vatican issued a decree April 
24 recognizing a miracle attributed 
to his intercession, clearing the way 
for his beatification. 
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Muscovite Metropolitan 


(Zenit.org/UkrNews).- John Paul П says his forthcoming visit to Ukraine 
is an expression of his “constant and respectful attention toward Ortho- 
dox brothers, as well as a determined commitment to continue in the way 
of dialogue in truth and charity.” 

In a letter to Metropolitan Vladimir of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
(Moscow Patriarchate), the Holy Father points out that, after receiving 
several invitations, “as Supreme Pastor of the Catholic Church I will fi- 
nally be able to correspond with the intense desire of Ukrainian Catholics, 
who are so numerous and well rooted in the country, to meet them and 
confirm them in faith in Jesus Christ our only Lord.” 

The letter, dated March 26 and published April 27, was personally given 
to Metropolitan Viadimir on April 7 in his residence in Pecherska Lavra, 
by Cardinal Roberto Tucci. 

Vatican Radio said the Pope’s visit will take place from June 23-27. 
The Pontiff has been invited by Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma and 
the Catholic bishops. 

Metropolitan Vladimir had previously sent a letter to the Pope request- 
ing him to cancel the trip, believing that relations between Catholics and 
Orthodox were not positive, because of the rebirth of Greek-Catholic com- 
munities in the country. 

In contrast to the attitude of the Moscow-controiled Church, the Ukrain- 
ian Orthodox Church (Kyiv Patriarchate) and the Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church, both of whom are independent of Moscow, welcomed 
the Pope’s visit as important in terms of ecumenism and nation building. 

In his reply to Moscow’s Metropolitan, the Holy Father said: "Му forth- 
coming visit should be a sign of profound understanding, determined to 
overcome all eventual problems arising between us.” 

The Pope underlined his desire to meet with Vladimir himself, “to mani- 
fest personally, with a fraternal embrace, the love I have for you and for 
all the faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church.” 


VESNA PROMOTION 
Women's Voices in Ukrainian Literature 
Short stories in English translation 


Six-volume set for $96.00 (GST included) 


Language Lanterns Publications 
Roma Franko Sonia Morris 


321-4th Avenue North, Saskatoon, SK S7K 2L9 
TEL: 306-955-5499 FAX: 306-374-4142 


Website: www.languagelantems.com 
E-mail: soniamorris@home.com 


Й Best wishes to all participants * 


Of the Vesna Festival 


WESTWOOD FUNERAL CHAPEL 


Locally owned and operated 


RANDY PSHEBYLO 
1402 - 20th Street West 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 


653-3434 


EPARCHIAL STUDY DAYS 2001 
EPARCHY OF SASKATOON 


St. George’s Ukrainian Catholic Church 
751 - 14th Street West 
PRINCE ALBERT, SK 
S6V 3L9 


Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
October 19th, 20th and 21st, 2001 


Theme: “I Believe” 


Feature Presenter: Dr. Jaroslav Skira 


For Information, contact: 

Elmer Malac, Chair 1-306-763-2396 
Ernie Thoms, Vice-Chair 1-306-763-2935 
Boris Billay, Program Co-Chair 1-306-764-1009 
borisbillay@home.com 
Bill Gulka, Program Co-Chair 1-306-382-0242 
w.gulka@sk.sympatico.ca 


Study Days 2001 is being jointly organized by St. George’s 
Parish (Prince Albert) and All Saints Parish (Nipawin). 


Близько тонни 
нафти вилилося у 
Львівській області 


(«День»)  -Близько однієї тонни нафтопродуктів попало в річку 
і на грунт внаслідок аварії продуктопроводу біля села Розлуч 
Турківського району Львівської області. 

Як повідомляє агентство Інтерфакс-Україна, з посиланням на 
прес-службу Міністерства з надзвичайних ситуацій, аварія сталася 
21 квітня на 263 кілометрі продуктопроводу «Транснафтопродукт» 
внаслідок розгерметизації, при проведенні профіляктичних 
ремонтних робіт. 

23 квітня близько 17.30 було завершено збір палива з поверхні 
ріки і очищення поверхні землі (паливо розлилося на площі 
приблизно 120 квадратних метрів), повідомляє МНС, загрози 
населенню і прилягаючим територіям немає. 


Що відбувалося зранку під 
стінами Верховної Ради 


(Радіо «Свобода»)--26 квітня з дев'ятої години близько дхов 
тисяч пікетувальників, членів і прихильників блоку обох PY Xin, 
ПРІЇ, та КУН-у, зібралися під Верховною Радою з вимогою не 
допустити відставки уряду Віктора Ющенка. 

Одразу після виступу прем'єра з парляментської трибуни під 
стіни парляменту підійшла тисячна колона студентів з гаслами 
на підтримку Ющенка. Ще через півгодини не менш, як сорок 
тисяч демонстрантів під прапорами партії «Батьківщина» з 
аналогічними вимогами підтягнулася під стіни парляменту. 

Але це не допомогло. Об 11:45 за київським часом 262 депутати 
проголосували за недовіру і відставку уряду Ющенка. 


WASYL ODYNSKY 
DEFENCE TRUST FUND 


Donations in Support of this Trust Fund may be sent to: 


5289 Roebuck Ct. 
Mississauga, Ontario L5R 2J5 
905-890-8110 


UKRAINIAN FRATERNAL 
SOCIETY OF CANADA 


УКРАЇНСЬКЕ ТОВАРИСТВО. 
ВЗАЄМНОЇ ПОМОЧІ В КАНАДІ 


What UFSC is All About... 


Family Values « Community Spirit ге. Cultural Roots 


Serving the Ukrainian Canadian Community 
in the Filed of Life Insurance Since 1921 


IT PAYS TO INSURE WITH UFSC 
235 McGregor Street MB ВОМУ 4W5 


204-586-4482 1-800-988-8372 
Fax: 204-589-6411 


Winnipeg 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 
слідкують за подіями в Україні? 
Якщо ні, то: 

_ Купіть їм передплату на 

«Українські вісті» 


«Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати і ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, 
а ми вислемо газету разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 

Доручаю передплату на примірників. Вишліть, 
будь ласка, на таку адресу: 

Мате: 


Address 


City Prov. 


Це дарунок від: 


ІНИ: 
1 рік (24 примірники): $35.00 (Кан.) 
2 роки (48 примірників): 565.00 (Кан.) 
(ціна включає ПТО ["GST")) 
Поза Канадою: Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою» 


Наша адреса: 


В Канаді: 


Ukrainian News 

Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB T5M 1У9 

Tel: (780) 488-3693; Fax: (780) 488-3859 
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Кучма знову серед ворогів преси 


(«Українська Правда») Кучма потрапив у ком- 
панію головних деспотів вільного слова. Міжна- 
родна організація «Репортери без кордонів» вклю- 
чила українського гаранта до щорічного списку 
ворогів преси. 

21-го квітня, в Парижі, «Репортери» розпочала 
заходи щодо оголошення «ворогів преси», назвав- 
ши 30 діячів і організацій, що представляють, 
на її думку, загрозу свободі слова, повідомляє 
інтерфакс- Україна. 

Президент Кучма - Ne29 у чорному списку 
«ворогів преси». Його випереджають Олександр 
Лукашенко (3464) та Володимир Путін (222). 

У список «ворогів преси» за версією «Репорте- 
рів без кордонів» крім них увійшли також кубин- 
ський лідер Фідель Кастро, лідери Ipaxy та 
Північної Кореї Саддам Гусейн i Кім Чен Ip. 

Найстрашнішими в'язницями для журналістів 
«РБК» називає Мьянму (колишня Бірма), Китай 
і Їран. Колективними членами чорного списку 
стали банди викрадачів людей в Чечні, баскські 
сепаратисти з терористичної групи ЕТА і обидві 
сторони в давньому конфлікті в Колумбії між 
революційними повстанцями і ультраправими 
угрупуваннями. 

Портрети «ворогів преси» будуть вивішені у 
Франції в книгарнях провідного концерну ФНАК 
3-го травня, коли відзначатиметься Міжнародний 
день свободи друку. У цей же день свій список 
ворогів преси оголосить Комітет із захисту 
журналістів (CPJ. За підсумками 1998 року Кучма 
був у цьому рейтингу під номером б. 

Вступ, «Вороги преси» 

У порушеннях свободи слова є винуватці та 
замовники. Були б вони президентами, міністрами, 
генеральними прокурорами, революційними вож- 
дями або лідерами озброєних угруповань, ці вороги 
преси в змозі кинути за грати, викрасти, катувати, 
і, в найгіршому випадку, вбити журналіста. Так 
як «вороги преси» мають обличчя, треба їх 
знати, щоб засудити. Таким чином, «Репортери 
без кордонів» вирішили надати їх портрети. На 
сьогодні їх тридцять. Але це - не кінцевий 
варіянт списку, бо він буде оновлюватися щоразу, 
коли будуть для цього підстави. 


Не всі ці вороги є офіційними представниками 
держави. Все частіше вони належать до озбро- 
єних угруповань, що борються з режимом, або 
підтримують його. Слід засудити також і цю 
приватизацію насильства: занадто багато журна- 
лістів стають жертвами цих сепаратистських 
організацій, релігійних рухів, криміналізованих 
бандитських формувань або наркодільців. 

Безкарність вбивць журналістів - саме це 
мають побороти міжнародні організації захисту 
свободи слова. Прийшов час закінчити з цією 
безкарністю. 

Робер Менар 
Генеральний секретар «Репортерів без кордонів» 
Леонід Кучма (Україна) 

Стримана та авторитарна людина, Президент 
Леонід Кучма не виносить критики. Ситуація зі 
свободою. слова деградувалася з року в рік з 
моменту його обрання на цю посаду у 1994 ро- 
ці. Стан свободи слова погіршувалася в Україні, 
незважаючи на попередження на її адресу у 
1999 році бути виключеною з Ради Европи. 
Кількість нападів на журналістів та залякувань 
працівників мас-медіа зростає. 

Податкові заходи - високі податки за витрати 
на використання частот та непомірні відшкодуван- 
ня за позовами про «наклеп» та «образу честі 
та гідності», - і далі є засобом економічного 
зашморгу незалежних мас-медіа. Аудіозаписи 
розмов, які було зроблено у кабінеті Президента, 
скоріше за все говорять про його причетність 
до викрадення та вбивства незалежного журна- 
ліста Георгія Гонгадзе у вересні 2000 року. 

Цей опозиційний журналіст, шеф-редактор он- 
лайнового видання «Українська правда» (pravda. 
com.ua), за кілька тижнів до свого зникнення 
повідомив та засудив тиск на нього та погрози 
з боку офіційної влади. Після знайдення його 
тіла без голови, видається, що було зроблено 
все можливе, аби тільки не можна було провести 
ідентифікацію. Розпочате розслідування мало за 
мету не встановити істину, а скоріше відвести 
всі підозри від високопосадовців. Вбивство 
журналіста Гонгадзе стало державною справою, 
яка продовжує хитати опори кучмівської влади. | 


Олександр Волков - зірка 
бельгійського телебачення 


Славко Волинський 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--Тепер народний депутат 
України Олександр Волков відома фігура не ли- 
ше для бельгійських газетярів, нині він стає зір- 
кою телевізійних екранів Бельгії. Нещодавно теле- 
канал «Канвас» транслюючи фільм про політичне 
становище в Україні чимало уваги присвятив 
персоні пана Волкова. 

Бельгійський тележурналіст каналу «Канвас» 
освітлюючи політичну кризу в Україні основну 
увагу звернув на те, який серйозний вплив на 
Президента України роблять олігархічні клани 
Пінчука, Медведчука-Суркіса, і зокрема Олек- 
сандра Волкова. 

Сам Волков відповідаючи на запитання бель- 
гійського тележурналіста заявив, що в Україні 
ніяких олігархів немає, олігархів вигадала 
українська преса. Ї себе самого Волков олігархом 
не вважає. 

А щодо персональних рахунків та майна в 
Бельгії, - парирує з телеекрана Волков, - так 
це поширення через пресу неправдивої інформації 
бельгійськими правоохоронцями. Ї це, за словами 
Волкова, дуже некоректно збоку правоохоронців. 


Вся ця епопея з грошима, та майном в Бельгії, 
- переконаний нардеп України, - ніщо інше, як 
виконання чийогось політичного замовлення. 

Ї ось в цей момент Волкова на телеекрані 
змінює його колега по парляменту Юрій Карма- 
зін, який каже, що існує достатньо звинувачень, 
щоб затримати Волкова у в'язниці: «...Це дуже 
серйозні звинувачення i по тим звинуваченням і 
по бельгійським законам і по українським законам 
має бути кримінальна відповідальність з позбав- 
ленням волі на тривалий термін... Це і відмиван- 
ня грошей, і володіння закордонними рахунками 
за кордоном без дозволу Нацбанку України будучи 
державним посадовцем, це підкупи і дача хабарів 
під час президентської виборчої кампанії та 
чимало чого іншого...». 

На заверешення Кармазін повідомив бельгійсь- 
ким телеглядачам досить цікаву деталь, а саме 
- нещодавно народний депутат України Кармазін 
відвідав Бельгію. Під час цього візиту він зустрі- 
чався з бельгійськими правоохоронцями та бель- 
гійськими парляментарями, які пообіцяли Карма- 
зіну, що найближчим часом справа Волкова 
буде порушена в бельгійському парляменті. 


Костенко: «Сьогодні ми втратили прем'єра, 
але отримали політичного лідера» 


(Фракція УНР)--«Сьогодні Україна втратила 
першого українського прем'єра-реформатора. Але 
натомість Україна отримала потужного політика, 
політика-патріота, політика-демократа, який 
зможе очолити єдине виборче об'єднання 
національно-демократичних сил», - заявив 26— 
го квітня голова Українського Народного Руху 
Юрій Костенко, коментуючи голосування в 
парляменті з приводу недовіри Уряду. 

Костенко заявив, що праві фракції, зважаючи 
на зруйнування олігархами нелівої парляментської 
більшості, «оголосили себе в опозиції до 
олігархічно-комуністичної влади, яка повертається 
сьогодні в Україну». Саме тому, за словами 


лідера Українського Народного Руху, праві «не 
братимуть участі ні у виборах нового прем'єра, 
ні в розподілі владних портфелів». «Ми будемо 
творити виборче об'єднання, бо головна наша 
мета - боротися не за присутність у владі, а за 
владу в державі», - заявив Костенко. 

Відповідаючи на запитання, чи зійдуться 
національні демократи на кандидатурі Ющенка, 
як на єдиній кандидатурі лідера майбутнього 
виборчого об'єднання, Костенко відповів, що 
він «не чув жодного виступу з боку чи 
правоцентристських партій, чи їх лідерів щодо 
того, що вони не визнають лідерство Віктора 
Ющенка. 
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Yushchenko ouster seen а5 {Rada votes out government 
step backwards for Ukraine 


By Daisy Sindelar 

(RFE/RL)—Much Western press commentary April 
27 focused on April 26 vote by the Ukrainian parlia- 
ment to oust the government of Prime Minister Viktor 
Yushchenko. Under headlines like “Clouds Over Kyiv” 
and “Meltdown in Kyiv,” editorial writers said that the 
non-confidence vote was a large step for Ukraine — a 
step away from the West, and toward Russia. 

DIE WELT: 

Gerhard Gnauck comments on the Ukrainian ouster 
of Viktor Yushchenko’s government in Germany’s “Die 
Welt” as if he were writing an obituary. He says: “Yes- 
terday Ukraine had a double reason for mourning. Can- 
dles, prayers, and church-bell ringing served as a re- 
minder that exactly 15 years ago the explosion of the 
atomic reactor occurred in Chornobyl. [While] orators 
and whistling in front of parliament accompanied the 
fall of Yushchenko’s government, deputies supporting 
the government spoke of a ‘political Chomobyl’ and 
the most absurd decision yet adopted by parliament.” 

This expression of regret is followed by eulogies 
worthy of the most democratic government: “With 
Yushchenko’s [exit] a reformer has been forced out of 
office in a country hovering with difficulty on the edge 
of Europe. Since Ukraine gained its independence, no- 
body has tackled all-embracing reforms so successfully. 
There has rarely been a constellation in East Europe in 
recent years whereby the head of government has been 
a thorough reformer and the most popular politician in 
the land. Within barely eighteen months Yushchenko 
succeeded, for the first time since 1991, in achieving a 
growth in the economy (6 percent).” 

The commentary ends on a pessimistic note. Although 
an absolute reversion to communism is unlikely, says 
Gnauck, the reform impulse of recent years has gone 
with the wind. The possible result could be stagnation. 
He also poses the question: Has the EU been sufficiently 
supportive of Ukraine? 

FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU: 

Brigitte Kols in the “Frankfurter Rundschau” regards 
events in Ukraine as the reverse of what might have 
been expected: “For months demonstrators and the op- 
position have called for the resignation of Leonid 
Kuchma. There is talk of a crisis, of rivalries and 
destabilization, of President Kuchma’s weaknesses. And 


what happens? In parliament the Communists, Kuchma 
supporters, and factions, bolstered by mighty economic 
angels, have gotten together to cast by an overwhelm- 
ing majority a vote of no confidence in Viktor 
Yushchenko — the prime minister who has become a 
more and more uncomfortable proposition due to his 
reforms, rising popularity, and for holding his distance 
from the president.” 

Kols concludes that in spite of all the protests and 
criticism, “others will decide on the course of Ukraine 
politics.” 

THE TIMES: 

An editorial in Britain’s “Times” says Ukraine has 
“destroyed its best hope of a better future.” The paper 
says: “Ukraine, which a century ago was known as 
Europe’s breadbasket, has plunged deeper into misery 
with the dismissal of its most reformist post-Soviet 
prime minister. [His] removal will thus hasten the coun- 
try’s regression, visible since early this year, into the 
orbit of its old imperial master, Russia. Its limping nine- 
year westward march has been halted.” 

It adds: “Reintegration has been bolstered by a surge 
in Russian capital investment in cash-strapped Ukraine. 
Russian business interests have snapped up oil refin- 
eries, aluminum plants, dairies, banks, and Ukrainian 
broadcasting channels. These investments have brought 
in needed capital; but there is cause to fear that Rus- 
sian investment will sap Ukrainian sovereignty if it is 
not balanced by investments from the West — of which 
there is now a scantier chance than ever.” 
FINANCIAL TIMES: 

Bnitain’s “Financial Times” writes in an editorial that 
“in Ukraine, much now depends on President Leonid 
Kuchma. [He] can make a serious effort to meet pub- 
lic concerns. Or he can continue to try to ride out the 
storm in the hope that public opinion will return to its 
normal passive calm by the time of next year’s parlia- 
mentary election. He is likely to do the second.” 

The paper adds: “This leaves the West with a di- 
lemma. If it tries to cooperate with Mr. Kuchma, it will 
be accused of supporting an illiberal regime. But if it 
plays tough, it risks driving Kyiv into Moscow’s arms.” 
It concludes: “The West should make clear that it sup- 
ports Ukraine while maintaining its distance from Mr. 
Kuchma.” 


Yushchenko to seek broad reformist coalition 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—Prime Minister Viktor 
Yushchenko has announced that following his ouster 
he will not head any organization opposing President 
Leonid Kuchma. 

At the same time, he has pledged to hold consulta- 
tions within the next two weeks in order to create a 
broad coalition of reformist forces in Ukraine. 

“The premier will not join the forces that are for de- 
struction, that is, for destroying somebody,” Yushchenko 
spokeswoman Natalia Zarudna said on April 27, comment- 
ing on rumors that Yushchenko may head the Forum of 
National Salvation or the “For the Truth” civic alliance. 

She said he would like to form a broad coalition of 


West concerned over Yushchenko’s 
dismissal, Moscow calm 


(Eastern Economist/RFE/RL)—Wester of- 
ficials commenting оп the government's dis- 
missal in Ukraine, lamented the fact, while 
Russia deemed the affair of no consequence 
to its relations with its southern neighbor. 

European Union foreign policy chief Javier 
Solana on April 26 said he regrets the ousting 
of Premier Viktor Yushchenko and urges 
Ukraine to push on with reforms, Reuters re- 
ported. 

"І would like to insist that Ukraine will 
commit a very important mistake if they 
change the way that economic and political 
reforms are taking place,” Solana added. 

German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer 
said the same day that democratic and eco- 
nomic reforms that were yielding “first vis- 
ible successes” under dismissed Yushchenko 
“mustn’t under any circumstances be aban- 
doned,” AP reported. 

Fischer added that the continuation of re- 
forms is the “decisive condition” for closer 
cooperation of Ukraine with European bod- 
ies and international financial organizations. 

In a written statement released on April 26, 
U.S. President George W. Bush said Ukraine 
now needs “strong and courageous leader- 


Prime 


ship” as well as “real support for democracy 
and difficult, but necessary, reforms.” 

French Ambassador to Ukraine Pascal 
Fieski said, On April 27, that French invest- 
ment in Ukraine could be under threat. He said 
that, after saturating Poland’s market, French 
financial circles would look to Ukraine for 
opportunities. He said recent events in the * 
Verkhovna Rada may stop this process if re- 
forms do not continue. 

Meanwhile, the head of Poland’s National 
Security Office, Marek Siwiec, said the dis- 
missal of the government was a waste of time 
and that Ukraine needed to be carrying out 
reforms instead of playing politics. 

By comparison, Moscow’s official reaction 
was more muted. 

Russia said on April 27 that relations be- 
tween Moscow and Kyiv would not be af- 
fected by the Ukrainian parliament’s decision 
to oust the country’s government. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Aleksandr 
Yakovenko said Russia is prepared to work 
with whomever is chosen to replace ousted 


Yakovenko called the non-confidence vote an 
"апіегпа! matter.” 


political parties and public organizations to promote 
“the establishment of democratic principles” in 
Ukraine, a market economy based on European stand- 
ards and an “honest domestic and foreign policy,” re- 
ported the New York Times 

Later the same day, Yushchenko met with activists 
of the six parties that voted against his ouster in the 
parliament: the Ukrainian Popular Rukh, the Popular 
Rukh of Ukraine, the Congress of Ukrainian National- 
ists, the Sobor Party, the Fatherland Party, and the Re- 
forms and Order Party. Interfax reported that the sides 
agreed to begin talks on the creation of an electoral 
bloc in parliamentary elections next year. 


Minister Viktor Yushchenko. 
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him and political party leaders ostensibly to broker a compromise. 

However, according to sources close to Yushchenko (who were unwill- 
ing to be named), Yushchenko refused to make compromises with his op- 
ponents and to give them a share in government by offering them portfo- 
lios in his administration. 

Kuchma is himself the target of mass demonstrations because of accu- 
sations that he was involved in the disappearance of an opposition jour- 
nalist and is blamed for the widespread corruption gripping Ukraine. He 
is known to be unhappy about Yushchenko’s popularity in opinion polls 
and his enthusiasm for market reform. 

Yushchenko’s fate, and that of his cabinet, was in fact close to settled 
April 19 when an overwhelming Rada majority gave his government a 
failing mark for its performance in 2000. 

A tragedy was narrowly averted after Rukh deputy Lilia Hryhorovych 
doused herself with gasoline, but was rushed out of the chamber before 
she had a chance to set herself on fire. 

Parliament was to hold a non-confidence vote on April 24, but deputies 
from reformist parties set up blockades in parliament in an attempt to 
prevent the vote 

News agencies reported that some 40-deputies blocked the way to the 
speaker’s rostrum, while others engaged in fistfights with Communist depu- 
ties. Outside parliament, some 2,000 people demonstrated in support of the 
government. Parliament then decided to delay the vote for two more days. 


State TV attacks Yushchenko 


(BBC Monitoring Service/UT-1)—The president of the state-run Ukrain- 
ian National Television Company, Vadym Dolhanov, made allegations link- 
ing outgoing Ukrainian Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko with a far-right 
party called the Socialist-Nationalist Party of Ukraine [SNPU] on the Seven 
Days program shown on the UT-1 national TV channel on April 27. 

Dolhanovy is both the program’s author and presenter and he alleged 
that the SNPU held a rally in Lviv and distributed leaflets supporting 
Yushchenko. No date for the rally was given. Dolhanov called the party “a 
pro-fascist radical nationalist force”. Close-up shots of the alleged leaf- 
lets were shown. The words “whoever is against Yushchenko is against 
Ukraine” were highlighted by Dolhanov as one slogan appearing оп the 
leaflets. He said the rally was organized jointly by the SNPU, the Ukrain- 
ian People’s Movement Party led by Yuriy Kostenko and the Fatherland 
Party headed by former Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko. 

The Seven Days program itself lasted for about 70 minutes, of which 50 
were dedicated to reports critical of Yushchenko, his government and the 
government’s reign, which lasted 16 months. 
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Yushchenko’s ouster may 
be a blessing in disguise 


The April 26 parliamentary non-confidence vote in Prime Minister Viktor 
Yushchenko’s government, orchestrated by the Unholy Alliance of the 
Communists and the “oligarchs”, may actually prove to be a blessing in 
disguise. 

Parliamentary elections are only 11 months away and if Yushchenko 
can form an effective coalition for reform under his leadership, this coali- 
tion may have a good chance of taking over the parliament. If so, this 
would be the first time in Ukraine’s brief history of independence that 
parliament would be controlled by democratic reformers. 

At present this looks like a distinct possibility. Yushchenko has pledged 
to hold consultations in order to create a broad coalition of reformist forces 
in Ukraine. This is most likely to include the Ukrainian Popular Rukh, the 
Popular Rukh of Ukraine, the Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists, the Sobor 
Party, the Fatherland Party, and the Reforms and Order Party. If this is 
accomplished it would be a major achievement. 

With Yushchenko’s incredible 60% approval in the popular opinion polls, 
he could quite readily turn that into a substantial parliamentary majority. 
And because he is the obvious leader of such a movement, the democratic 
forces can perhaps finally unite behind one person instead of continu- 
ously plunging into the divisive personality conflicts that have plagued 
the democratic reform movement since independence. 

In the electoral disaster of 1998 national democratic parties collectively 
gathered 20.1 per cent of the vote — yet because none of the parties ex- 
cept for the then-united Rukh managed to pass the four per cent barrier — 
less than half of these votes counted in the allocation of Rada seats. This, 
in effect, gave the Communists a much larger proportion of seats than 
they would have received otherwise. Hromada — from which most of the 
current Fatherland deputies come — did pass the four per cent barrier, but 
itran as a Lazarenko clan bloc and got almost all its votes in Dnipropetrovsk 
Oblast. Subsequently, Yulia Tymoshenko broke with Lazarenko and joined 

the reformers 

A strong united reform coalition — if it remains united under 
Yushchenko’s leadership and if Yushchenko’s popularity continues to hold 
— could overcome the Communists in the proportional vote and take the 
most number of seats in the Rada. The single-member constituencies will 
pose somewhat of a bigger problem because local clan leaders run them 
as their personal fiefdoms. Yet with a strong enough organization a united 
coalition can come right up through the middle between the Communists 
and the Oligarchs in the first-past-the post system that applies to those 
races. 

Yushchenko’s popularity may even rise in the next 11 months. It is highly 
unlikely that the Communists and oligarchs will be able to get together to 
agree on a prime minister and a government since the only thing that united 
them was their opposition to Yushchenko — the Communists because 
they are against market reforms and a European course for Ukraine, the 
oligarchs because his reforms made it more difficult for them to plunder 
the nation’s resources. It will be a much different matter for these two 
disparate groups to agree on a common program and most likely Ukraine 
will be plunged into 11 months of chaos and instability — all of which 
will make the 16 months of Yushchenko’s government look even better by 
comparison. After all, this is the only period in the history of independent 
Ukraine when the economy actually grew and when the wage arrears started 
to get paid off. Those are the kinds of things the broad mass of people will 
remember. 

We, in the Ukrainian diaspora should get fully behind this new reform 
coalition once it is in force and support it in any way we can. If it stays 
together, this coalition will provide the best hope for Ukraine since inde- 
pendence. 
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The curtain falls on reform 


By Taras Kuzio 
The Globe and Mail, Monday, April 30, 2001 

Last Thursday — 15 years to the day after the 
Срогпобу! nuclear plant exploded and sent radioactive 
contamination across Europe — the Ukrainian parlia- 
ment suffered its own meltdown. Its members over- 
whelmingly passed a non-confidence motion in the 
government of reformist prime minister Viktor 
Yushchenko, Ukraine’s eighth government in 10 years. 

It was the Chornobyl accident, all those years ago, 
that bolstered political opposition in Ukraine and helped 
bring about the disintegration of the Soviet Union. 
Whether Ukraine’s deepening new political crisis will 
have positive results is less clear. 

The answer depends in part on the actions of the rest 
of the world. The day the Yushchenko government was 
ousted, the Council of Europe gave Ukraine just two 
months to meet the Council’s concerns about fiscal and 
political reforms, or face suspension. The threat may 
not be enough. 

Since 1992, when Ukraine won independence from 
Soviet domination, there has been an uneasy alliance 
between reformist democrats and communists-turned- 
oligarchs. The alliance’s slow disintegration acceler- 
ated in November, after a rogue security service guard 
produced tape recordings that implicated President 
Leonid Kuchma in illicit activity. 

The tapes showed evidence of high-level involvement 
in the murder of a journalist, Heorhiy Gongadze; em- 
bezzlement of large sums of money; political intimida- 
tion; the muzzling of the media; and the falsification of 
the 1999 presidential election and the 2000 referendum 
to grant additional presidential powers. The tapes’ re- 
lease spurred Ukraine’s largest opposition movements 
to demonstrate, thousands strong, in support of 
Yushchenko. 

So far, however, the protests have been unable to 
change Ukraine’s direction, and Parliament is poised 
to quash reform and nudge Ukraine back towards Rus- 
sia. What opposition there is, consists of national demo- 
crats such as the centre-right Rukh party, students, and 
centre-left parties such as the one led by Yulia 
Tymoshenko, the charismatic former deputy prime min- 
ister in the ousted Yushchenko government. Such a 
broad coalition agrees on little except the need to get 
rid of Kuchma — through resignation or impeachment. 

In Ukraine, normal political rules don’t apply. As in 
other former Soviet republics, groups of oligarchs have 
established political parties that aren’t what they claim 
to be. The Green Party, for example, is led by oil ty- 
coons; Labour Ukraine is led by the secret police and a 
banker. The Tax Police (a group more feared than the 
old KGB) dominate the Regions of Ukraine Party, while 
the Democratic Union Party is chaired by a fugitive 
from Belgian police with links to organized crime. 

Such parties have only one reason for existence — 


Commentary 


making money through corrupt relationships with the 
state. Ukraine is ranked the third most corrupt state in 
the world by Transparency International, the U.S.-based 
monitoring group. As the world’s largest producer of 
pirated music and CD-ROMs, Ukraine has attracted 
U.S. sanctions and been blocked in its plans to join the 
World Trade Organization. 

Yushchenko’s attempts at reforming all this made 
him a target. Ukrainian state television, controlled by 
Kuchma loyalist Vadym Dolhanoy, consistently рог- 
trayed his government in a poor light, while private, 
oligarch-controlled television stations added an ava- 
lanche of personal abuse. 

Despite all this, the Yushchenko government pulled 
the country back from the brink of bankruptcy, reduced 
foreign debt by 17 per cent for the first time since in- 
dependence, and recorded a trade surplus. Receipts 
from privatization in 2000 exceeded all those collected 
in the previous nine years; foreign investors began to 


_ put money into Ukraine. The GDP grew by more than 


6 per cent in 2000-2001, and industrial output by 17 
per cent, making Ukraine the fastest growing economy 
in the Commonwealth of Independent States. The coun- 
try’s inherited debt of $300-million (U.S.) in pension 
arrears was paid back and most of the $1.26-billion in 
wage arrears was cleared. 

The Yushchenko government’s downfall was its re- 
form of the highly corrupt energy sector. When Deputy 
Prime Minister Tymoshenko successfully eliminated 
many of the sector’s barter schemes, and filled state 
coffers with funds previously siphoned off by oligarchs, 
her husband was arrested to pressure her into backing 
off. When she refused, she was herself arrested on 
charges of corruption (she was released after the 
charges were revealed to be politically motivated). 

Unlike his seven predecessors, prime minister 
Yushchenko was committed to Ukraine’s integration 
into Europe. Thus, communists saw him as a threat to 
their hopes to re-integrate Ukraine with Russia. 

While the Council of Europe presses Ukraine to clean 
up its act, the fact is, the country’s communist-oligarch 
alliance has little interest in meeting European de- 
mands. Ukraine may well be suspended this summer, 
on the eve of the 10th anniversary of its independence. 
But neither this, nor the threat of being denied mem- 
bership in the EU, holds much weight. 

The head of the European Parliament’s delegation 
for cooperation with Ukraine, Jan M. Wiersma, recently 
reminded Ukraine that the “first condition” for EU 
membership is “democracy, the rule of law and respect 
for human rights.” Ukraine under Kuchma abides by 
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Тимошенко про 


(Радіо «Свобода») -Гість «Вечірньої Свободи» 
- голова партії «Батьківщина» Юлія Тимошенко 
дала інтерв'ю. 

Юлія Тимошенко: За підсумками усіх подій у 
парляменті 26 квітня можна зробити чіткі висновки. 

Перше: президент, як керівник команди, яка 
практично послідовно знищила уряд Ющенка, 
не бажає прозорої, чесної роботи в Україні, 
зокрема, в економічному секторі. 

Ще людина, яка не стоїть на позиціях рефор- 
мування України, а людина, яка має виключно 
особисті цілі. 

Друге: безумовно зрозуміло, що сьогодні кому- 
ністи є командою президента. Це люди, які задек- 
лярували, що не схильні підтримати відставку 
Леоніда Даниловича. 

Третє: чітко визначилося, що в парляменті є 
нова більшість, яка зовсім не представляє інтереси 
України, яка керується виключно своїми особис- 
тими інтересами. Дійсно, визначилося багато чого. 

Є і група зрадників, які чітко проглядаються, 
можна назвати їх поіменно: Їван Плющ... 

Олекса Боярко: Ви дуже добре знаєте «кухню 
влади». Відставка Ющенка є рішенням Президента? 

Ю.Т.: Так, президент є керівником програми 
зі знищення уряду Ющенка. Ця програма тривала 
з перших місяців появи цього уряду. 

О.Б.: У контексті відставки Ющенка багато хто 
вважає, що наступною жертвою комуністів та 
олігархів стане сам президент. Чи не були події 
26 квітня у парляменті прелюдією відставки Кучми? 

Ю.Т.: Якщо зараз Віктор Андрійович зробить 
те, що він публічно задеклярував, тобто буде в 
політиці, буде працювати адекватно тим обста- 
винам, які сьогодні склалися, я думаю Кучма не 
зможе довго протриматися. 

Саме президент був керівником зі знищення 


відставку уряду 


уряду Ющенка. Для цього є набір підтверджень: 
YT-1, яке підпорядковане Кучмі, вже багато 
часу знищує Ющенка як політичного лідера. Я 
знаю, як безпосередньо президент (і, за його 
дорученням, його підлеглі) не давали працювати 
Ющенку, як не давали працювати мені в уряді. 
Ї я переконана, що якщо президент дав би 
команду своєму оточенню, все було б так, як 
він сказав. Це є наслідком роботи президента. 

О.Б. Ви заявили, що вже завтра почнете 
серію акцій підготовки референдуму за відставку 
президента Кучми. Чи відставка Ющенка 
підштовхнула Вас до цього? Чи щось інше? 

Ю.Т.: Останні чотири-п'ять тижнів я займаюся 
виключно тим, що готую правову основу, орга- 
нізаційні елементи для того, щоб оголосити ре- 
ферендум за народною ініціятивою щодо недовіри 
президенту. 

Проаналізувавши все чинне законодавство, усі 
можливі шляхи, я переконана, що це є мирний, 
конституційний правовий, єдино-можливий шлях 
сьогодні консолідувати націю, щоб досягти 
результату, якого ми чекаємо: прибрати від влади 
режим і привести чесне керівництво... 

існує дурниця, що нібито прем'єр виконував 
курс президента. Давайте скажемо відверто, що 
у нашого президента немає курсу. Ми за його 
так би мовити вектором просто виглядаємо на 
світовій арені, як клоуни. А курс був у Ющенка. 
Коли його звільнили, ми знову втратили курс і 
маємо незрозумілу ситуацію. 

За відсутністю потрібного інтелектуального, 
духовного, морального рівня у президента, він 
просто не може цей курс створити. 

Я мрію, щоб Ющенко став на чолі опозиції. 
Але останнє слово за ним. 
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Shevchenko Medal, Youth Leadership 
Award nomination deadline set 


(UCC-National)-UCC President Eugene Czolij and 
Chair of the National Organizing Committee of the 20th 
Congress Sophia Kachor announced that the deadline 
for receiving nominations for the Shevchenko Medal 
and the Ukrainian Canadian Youth Leadership Award 
would be June 30, 2001. 

“Shevchenko Medals are awarded to individuals of 
Ukrainian and non-Ukrainian descent, as well as to or- 
ganizations, for their outstanding national contribution 
towards the development of Ukrainian life in Canada,” 
said Czolij. “This award by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress recognizes the important role leadership and 
commitment play in maintaining a viable community,” 
he added. 

The Shevchenko Medals will be awarded in four cat- 
egories: community development, culture and the arts 
(including media), education, and sport. Up to three 
medals will be awarded in each category. 

“The Ukrainian Canadian Youth Leadership Awards 


are presented to any young adult of Ukrainian descent, 
between the ages of 18 and 29, who has made a sig- 
nificant contribution to the broader Ukrainian commu- 
nity and for the betterment of Canada,” said Czolij. 

“T_eadership can be expressed as excellence іп com- 
munication, initiative, team work and consensus build- 
ing, as well as establishing a positive profile for the 
Ukrainian Canadian community,” he added. 

Nomination forms and criteria for the medal and the 
Youth Leadership Award can be obtained from the Na- 
tional Office of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (456 
Main St. Winnipeg, MB R2B 1B6). Nomination forms 
can also be downloaded from the UCC Web site at 
WWW.UCC.ca. 

The Shevchenko medals and the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Youth Leadership Awards will be presented dur- 
ing the 20th Triennial Congress of Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans to be held in Winnipeg, Oct. 5-8, 2001. 


Chair of organizing committee 
for 20th UCC Congress selected 


(UCC National)-The Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC) announced that Sophia Kachor of Winnipeg will 
serve as Chair of the National Organizing Committee 
for the 20th Triennial Congress of Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans to take place in Winnipeg, Oct. 5-8, 2001. 

In making the announcement, UCC President Eugene 
Czolij thanked Kachor for once again assuming the re- 
sponsibility. “Sophia Kachor’s strong leadership abili- 
ties have served the UCC well,” said Czolij. 

“Throughout her years of dedicated service to the 
UCC, she has demonstrated her ability to organize and 
ensure successful events such as the Congress.” 


Czolij also noted the make-up of the Organizing com- 
mittee, as follows: Michael IInycky of Winnipeg, Lesia 
Luciuk of Halifax, Nadia Kostyshyn-Bailey of Winni- 
peg, Oksana Rozumna of Winnipeg and Michael 
Wawryshyn of Toronto. 

“This team of dedicated individuals will ensure that 
the 20th Congress assists in positioning the UCC in 
becoming a stronger representative for the Ukrainian 
Canadian community,” said Czolij. 

“T would like to thank each of these individuals for 
giving their time and sharing with the community their 
talent in ensuring a successful Congress.” 


Ukrainian Canadians endorse Restitution Bill 


Marsha Skrypuch of the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Civil Liberties Asso- 
ciation participated a press confer- 
ence April 24 in Ottawa with Inky 
Mark, Member of Parliament for 
Dauphin-Swan River, to discuss his 
Private Member’s Bill C-331. 

Mark’s Bill is titled The Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Restitution Act. It rec- 
ognizes the injustice that was done 
to persons of Ukrainian descent and 
other Europeans who were interned 
at the time of the First World War. 

“The internment of so many 
Ukrainian people as ordered by the 
government of Canada is one of 
Canada’s darkest moments,” said 
Mark. 

“Tt is an issue on which I have 
worked hard to draw attention.” 

Professor Luciuk told the attend- 
ing reporters that Bill C-331 would 


The curtain 
falls on reform 


Cont. from Page 6 
none of these values, and Yushchen- 
ko’s ouster confirms that contempt. 
What should the West do? 
Yushchenko has a popularity rating 
of 60 per cent, broadly based 
throughout the country. If he returns 
to politics, as he has said he will, to 
lead the anti-Kuchma opposition, 
the West should drop any illusions 
it has about Kuchma and whole- 
heartedly support him. 
- Too often, in Latin America and 
the Middle East, Washington has 
backed rogue leaders who pay lip 
service to its geopolitical objectives. 
The United States should reverse the 
flawed policies that were pursued 
during the Clinton years. Only then 
does Ukraine stand a chance to clean 
up its latest meltdown. 


Taras Kuzio is research associate at 
the Centre for International and Se- 
curity Studies at York University and 
author of Ukraine: Perestroika to 
Independence. 


not cost taxpayers “one red cent.” 

Instead, UCCLA "15 simply ask- 
ing for the money that was confis- 
cated from the internees to be tal-.. 
lied up and used to place memorial 
plaques at all 24 concentration camp 
sites across the country.” 

A permanent museum in Banff 
National Park, which was the site of 
two concentration camps, is also 
proposed. In addition, educational 
materials on the internment of 
Ukrainians would be created and 
distributed to Canadian schools. 

Skrypuch, whose grandfather was 
imprisoned at the Jasper internment 
camp and lost his homestead, spoke 
of what Bill C-331 means to her and 
her family. 

“For the crime of being Ukrain- 
ian, my grandfather was stripped of 
his worldly goods, interned, and 
forced to do hard labour at the age 
of 18,” she said. “It was racism, pure 
and simple.” 

For Skrypuch and her family, Bill 
C-331 is an acknowledgment that 
what happened to her grandfather 
and the 5000 others was unjust. 

“The passage of Bill C-331 would 
show that Canada will never again 
imprison people because of their 
race.” 

The following day, the UCCLA 
members briefed politicians in Ot- 
tawa on a variety of Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian issues. 

Mark and Jim Pankiw of the Ca- 
nadian Alliance, Andrew Telegdi 
of The Liberals, and Peter Stoffer of 
the NDP were all briefed on issues 
ranging from Bill C-331, , the Geno- 
cide Museum, and the undemocratic 
process of Denaturalization and 
Deportation. 

UCCLA has recently developed a 
new pamphlet about the internment 
operations, entitled A Time For 
Atonement, which was distributed 
to all MPs and Senators on April 24 
and is now being circulated across 
Canada to teachers, the media and 
the interested public. 

The UCCLA delegation also met 
with Dr. Yuri Scherbak, Ambassa- 


dor of Ukraine to Canada. On be- 
half of UCCLA, Skrypuch presented 
the Ambassador with a copy of 
Enough, her children’s picture book 
set during the Ukrainian Famine, 
and also a copy of Silver Threads, 
which is her picture book set during 
the internment of Ukrainians in 
Canada in World War I 


New Community Credit Union 
2001 Vesna Festival Bronze sponsor 


PROVIDING A FULL RANGE OF 
FINANCIAL SERVICES TO 
SASKATOON & COMMUNITY 


NEW COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION 
321 20th Street West, Saskatoon, SK S7M 0X1 
Ph: (306) 653-1300 Fax: (306) 653-4711 
E-MAIL: info@newcommunity.cu.sk.ca 


www.newcommunitycu.com Credit Union 


PEKAO TRAVEL 
exclusive wholesaler for iloyn Polish Airlines 


LVIV ог KYIV г Toronto 
via Warsaw from 1200 CAD+Tax 


TORONTO г Kyiv ог Lviv 
70 CAD +Tax 


INFO. & RES.: (416) 588 - 1988 


via Warsaw from 


VINOK CULTURAL SOCIETY 
presents a Benefit Concert 


Peter Ostroushko 
and Dirk Freymuth 


Saturday, June 2nd 8:00 p.m. 
Provincial Museum Auditorium 
Tickets: 
$20 in advance, $25 at door 
Ukrainian Book Store 10207-97 St. 
422-4255 

"One of the finest mandolin and fiddle players in acoustic music". 
"At home in virtually any style, country, folk, jazz, classical-played 
with Willie Nelson, Chet Atkins, Tim O'Brien, Taj Mahal, Minnesota 
Symphony to mention only a few. 


PRAIRIE CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF UKRAINIAN HERITAGE 


The Prairie Heritage Centre (PCUH) provides a learning environment in support 
of university based liberal arts instruction and research in the area of Ukrainian 
Studies on the University of Saskatchewan campus. It is a joint partnership 
between St. Thomas More College and the Ukrainian Community. 


PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES OF THE PRAIRIE CENTRE 


Resources Centre: community reference room and computer lab. 
Lesya Ukrainka Chair: provides for the position of Director of the PCUH. 
Ukrainian Studies: PCUH faculty currently offer courses through various university 


departments courses. 


Mohyla Library: serves as a supplement to the more than 20,000 volumes on Ukrainian 
heritage to be found in the University of Saskatchewan and STM Shannon Libraries. 
Heritage Press: publishes independently or through joint venture the findings, proceedings 
and research efforts conducted through or under the auspices of the Centre. 
Archives Project: created to collect and preserve historical records of organizations and the 
biographical experiences of community figures. 
Oral History Project: created to preserve and disseminate the lived experience of the 
Ukrainian-Canadian community. 
Conferences, Symposia and Exhibitions: organized around selected 
themes relevant to the Ukrainian-Canadian experience. 
Writer in Residence Programme: a four to six week residence for 
selected writers. 
Windows to the East: a series of organized talks offered to recognized 
authorities that discuss in a community setting aspects of the Eastern 
Christian faith. 
Mohyla Lecture Series: \ectures by established scholars on 
Ukrainian public affairs. 
Historic Sites Projects: memorialize events and places of historical 


importance. 


Prairie Centre for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage 
St. Thomas More College, University of Saskatchewan 
Saskatoon, SK S7N 0W6 - Tel: (306) 966-8900 - FAX: (306) 966-8904 


e-mail: pcuh@usask.ca Website: www.usask.ca/stm/pcuh 


A Collection of Traditional and Contemporary 


Bilingual Uksainian Folk Songs 


by Carol Wookey, Julie Wookey, and Olga Walker 


Winner, Alberta Council for Ukrainian Arts Award 


ISBN: 0-9685628-0-9 » 71/2"X10" 172 Pages -" 1999 - Paper » Coil 
$24.95 (+$3.00 postage & handling). Quantity discounts. 


JRC Publications e-mail: cjwookey@telusplanet.net 
Box 14, Cleardale, AB TOH 3Y0 Phone/Fax: (780) 685-3813 
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Life Management Corp. 
Financial Management Corp. 

300-128-4th Ave. South 

Saskatoon, SK S7K 1M8 


Sylvia M. Boychuk 


Investment Services 


Phone/Fax: (306) 933-4351 
Email: smb401@home.com 


ST. СОКЕТТІ SCHOOL 


UKRAINIAN BILINGUAL PROGRAM 
301 Avenue Q North, Sasktoon, Saskatchewan 


Only Ukrainian Bilingual School in Saskatchewan 

K-8 program offers unique opportunity to learn the Ukrainian 
language, culture and Ukrainian Byzantine Church tradition 
No previous knowledge of Ukrainian needed to enter program 
at the Kindergarten, Grade 1 or Grade 2 level 

Bussing provided city wide to and from school 

Registrations are being taken now for the 2001-2002 term. 


For more information call St. Goretti at 668-7360 
or the Catholic School Board Office at 668-7000 


IN 


hy ра GN 
OOOO OKO OOOO OOK 
Найбільший і найкращий 
вибір українських книжок, 
касеток, полотна і кераміки. 


For the best selection of 
Ukrainian books, cassettes, Easter 
eggs supplies, costume needs, 
embroidery supplies and gifts. 


MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 


УКРАЇНСЬКА КНИГАРНЯ 
UKRAINIAN BOOK STORE 


10215-97 ST. PO BOX [640 
EDMONTON AB 151219 
Fax (780) 425-1139 


Дж 
(а 


& 
INC, 1914 


Ріишие (780) 422-4255 
амп: ukrbksi@telisplauet.iuet 


Www.ukriinionbookstore.eom 
1-866-127-4355 


Visit our websites 


From left to right: (back) Dr. Oleksandr Pavliuk, Dr. Christina Fraser, 
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Hon. Derek Fraser, Bishop Severian 


Yakymyshyn, Myroslav Petriw, Stefan Petelycky; (front) Adrian Petriw and Katherine Mason. 


Ukraine’s ‘national bard’ inspires 
memorable concert in Vancouver 


By George Brandak 

On March 11 at the Ukrainian Catholic Centre, an 
air of expectancy was evident as the audience awaited 
the arrival of the Canadian Ambassador to Ukraine, 
Derek Fraser, his wife Dr. Christina Fraser and Dr. 
Oleksandr Pavliuk, Director of the East-West Institute 
in Kyiv. 

The guests were welcomed at the entrance with the 
traditional Bread and Salt presented by Katherine Ma- 
son and Adrian Petriw. The President of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress-Vancouver branch — Myroslav 
Petriw and Bishop Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM, 
greeted the guests and escorted them to their seats. 

The annual Taras Shevchenko Concert opened with 
the singing of the bard’s Testament, “Zapovit” by the 
Svitanok Chorus directed by Ann K. Kozak. After the 
rendition of “Sadok Vyshneviy” and “Ukraina,” Petriw 
welcomed the audience with remarks on the signifi- 
cance and importance of Taras Shevchenko and his 
legacy to all Ukrainians. Petriw was followed by four 
musical pieces by the Bandurist Ensemble directed by 
Lesia Panko and sponsored by the Ukrainian Self Reli- 
ance League of New Westminster. 

Children’s participation is usually greeted warmly by 
audiences at Shevchenko Concerts and this year was 
no exception. There was much applause for the recitals 
of poetry by Mykola Zhygan, Nazar Poverlo, Maksym 
Tkachuk, Khrystyna Blajkevich and Samantha Gavrilko 
of the Ukrainian Heritage Language School. They were 
followed by four songs from the Women’s Quartet 
“Rozmaj” directed by Marianne Homeniuk, four musi- 
cal numbers by the Mandolin Ensemble directed by 
Vicky Pushka and an inspirational solo by Adam Kozak. 


The first half of the concert concluded with two songs 
by the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Holy Eucha- 
rist Eparchy Choir directed by Sister Ruth Ayney and 
a combined effort of both the Eparchy Choir and 
Svitanok singing “Bozhe Ukrayiny Zberezhy.” 

After the intermission, Fraser spoke eloquently in 
Ukrainian on Canada’s support for Ukraine and its 
wishes for a vibrant and healthy economy. He showed 
a sincere interest and compassion for the people of 
Ukraine in their time of economic difficulties. 

Following Fraser’s address, Dr. Pavliuk gave his: “A 
challenging Decade — Ukraine and the West.” He 
stated that there are many complicated issues that 
Ukraine has dealt with in its decade of independence 
and that resolution of these issues is a slow and evolvy- 
ing process. Nevertheless, some progress has been 
made in external relationships between Ukraine and 
the Western Powers. 

A lengthy discussion ensued after the two addresses 
with speakers asking a variety of questions ranging 
from the poor economic state of individuals to student 
protests and the stability of President Kuchma’s gov- 
ernment. Even after the concert formally ended with 
the singing of “Shche ne Vmerla Ukrayina’” people 
gathered around Dr. Pavliuk to ask questions about 
Ukraine’s political situation. 

Fraser’s visit to Vancouver and Victoria on March 
14 ended his across Canada tour arranged through the 
offices of UCC National in Winnipeg and the UCC- 
BC Provincial Council. Dr. Pavliuk’s lecture was spon- 
sored by the Canadian Institute for Ukrainian Studies 
in Edmonton and the Ukrainian Studies Foundation of 
B.C. 


Alberta recording equipment 
provided for Ukraine’s court system 


(UkrNews/Eastern Economist)—Canadian Ambassa- 
dor Derek Fraser presented the Ukrainian government 
with 38 devices and accessories for recording court 
hearings, April 27. 

The equipment was provided by the Government of 
Alberta and is meant to ensure more effective record- 
ings of court hearings. 

Fraser said that Canada is proud to help Ukraine pre- 
serve the independence of the court process, raise its 
effectiveness and strengthen the rule of law. 

He noted that these are signs of a democratic society. 

Fraser’s announcement comes as a result of a high- 
level visit by officials representing the Ukrainian Su- 
preme Court to Alberta, Sept. 15-19, 2000. 

The delegation members were: Volodymyr 
Stephaniuk, First Deputy Chairman of the Supreme 
Court of Ukraine; Victor Krivenko, Head of the Judi- 
cial Council for the Supreme Court of Ukraine; Victor 
Potapenko, Head of the Dept. of International Legal 
Cooperations, Supreme Court of Ukraine; Mykola 
Handuryn, Deputy Minister of Justice of Ukraine and 
Grygori Zubets, Judge, Kyiv City Court. 

With Alberta’s recent conversion to digital record- 
ing, Alberta is a leading province in court recording. 
Alberta Justice and Alberta Infrastructure were explor- 


ing the feasibility of sending some surplus Lanier re- 
cording equipment to Ukraine to assist them with im- 
plementing court recording in their courts. 

The Ukrainian court system remains a relic of the 
pre-independence era. Their courts lack modern tech- 
nology for records keeping and administration. Cur- 
rently, court hearings are not recorded — meaning par- 
ticipants in the Ukrainian legal system rely solely on 
memory or limited notes. In addition, the Ukrainian 
justice system is not accustomed to having independ- 
ent courts. Under the Soviet system, the courts oper- 
ated as part of the bureaucracy and were subject to 
government influence. 

In the fall of 1999, the director of the Edmonton Law 
Courts helped establish model courts in Kyiv, Melitopil 
and Ivano-Frankivsk, where he demonstrated court 
recording techniques. More recently, he returned to 
Ukraine and worked with Ukrainian officials to intro- 
duce court recording in their courtrooms and review 
legal procedures. 

The reform project is funded by the Federal Gov- 
ernment through the Canada International Develop- 
ment Agency (CIDA). Alberta Judges — both federal 
and provincial —- are involved with the project. 
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Ukrainian pioneer home at the Shandro Museum, north of Willingdon. 


Kalyna Country enjoys a banner year 


(Kalyna Country)—The Kalyna 
Country Ecomuseum, now in its 
tenth year of existence, has enjoyed 
a banner year and is well-positioned 
to take full advantage of Alberta’s 
booming economy. 

Established in 1992 on the initia- 
tive of the Alberta Historic Sites and 
Archives Service and the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies, the 
ecomuseum has been working to 
preserve the multifaceted and 
multicultural heritage of Canada’s 
oldest and largest Ukrainian bloc 
settlement, situated in the country- 
side north and east of Edmonton. An 
integral part of the ecomuseum’s 
conseryation strategy involves pro- 


__—moting Kalyna Country as an 


ecotourism destination, which is 
now Starting to pay dividends after 
several years of innovative market- 
ing campaigns. 

The millennium year saw Kalyna 
Country solidify and enlarge its base 
of community support, and lay a 


Gravesite of Wasyl Eleniak, one of the two first Ukrainian settlers in 
Canada, Lamont County. 


solid foundation for future growth. 
Thanks to a $50,000 grant from the 
federal Ministry of Canadian Herit- 
age, the ecomuseum was able to 
expand some its research initiatives 
while enhancing its administrative 
effectiveness. Whereas the former is 
important for educational and inter- 
pretive purposes, the latter is crucial 
if Kalyna Country is going to meet 
the administrative demands increas- 
ingly being placed on the eco-mu- 
seum because of its success. 

One major accomplishment was 
Kalyna Country’s involvement in 
the production of an illustrated guide 
book to Lamont County’s historic 
churches. Kalyna Country is keen to 
see a large sampling of the wealth 
of Ukrainian churches in east cen- 
tral Alberta maintained and pro- 
moted in a similar way to the Span- 
ish missions that are such popular 
tourist attractions in the American 
Southwest. Among the more than 
100 Eastern Rite churches scattered 


throughout the ecomuseum’s 15,000 
square kilometre territory are the 
historic sanctuaries in the Star- 
Wostok cradle of the early Ukrain- 
ian colony, and numerous architec- 
tural gems that testify to the spiritual 
passion of turn-of-the century im- 
migrants from Galicia and 
Bukovyna. 

The Kalyna Country Trust is also 
assisting with the relocation of a 
childhood home of the painter 
William Kurelek, and its develop- 
ment as a facility for an artist in resi- 
dence program. Born in the no- 
longer existent Whitford district, 
Kurelek spent the first seven years 
of his life in the Andrew-Willingdon 
area, and later returned to draw on 
his immigrant family roots during 
several painting trips. The eco-mu- 
seum has likewise spearheaded an 
interpretive project focused on the 
North Victoria Trail, Which was 
used by Indians, Explorers and fur 
traders before Ukrainian pioneers 
followed the primitive road to get 
to their homesteads. 

One the most obvious achieve- 
ments of Kalyna Country has been 
its annual Visitor’s and Events 
Guide, a one-stop source of infor- 
mation on ecomuseum attractions, 
history, facilities and activities. Be- 
gun in 1997 as a 12-page tabloid 
printed with a press run of 10,000 
copies, the 30,000 copies produced 
of this year’s 96-page magazine 
proved insufficient to meet demand. 
The guide is providing an excellent 
vehicle for advertising local busi- 


У nesses, including bed & breakfasts, 


Й tea houses, specialty gift shops, u- 


pick berry farms, and restaurants 


| that feature local cuisine ranging 
| from pyrohy to buffalo burgers. A 


major new advertiser for the year 
2001 is a recently established Euro- 
pean-style country resort in the 
Waugh-Fedorah district just forty 
minutes north of Edmonton. 
Another indication of the 
ecomuseum’s growing tourism pro- 


| file are the thematic bus tours now 
| being offered to different parts of 


Kalyna Country. These currently 


4 cater primarily to the Edmonton 


market, But over time will undoubt- 


МІК edly be accessed by long-haul visi- 
| гог5 to Alberta. More information on 


і Kalyna Country can be obtained 


from their website at 
www.kalynacountry.ab.ca; by call- 
ing 1-888-452-5962; or by writing 
Kalyna Country, c/o Box 756, 
Lamont, Alberta, ТОВ 2В0. 


RE/MAX 
Realty Specialists Inc. 


Independently Owned and Operated 
24Hr (905) 828-3434 
Cell (416) 823-5551 
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Specializing in Residential, І.С.І. & Land in Southern Ontario 
В усіх справах купна Ta продажу прошу 
звертатися до 


Степана Волошина 


УВСНЕМІ  ЮРУ5АМК А FESTIVAL 
FULY 6, 7, 8, 2001 


« Talent Competitions " Folk Art Displays 
» Souvenirs/Sales » Grandstand Shows ¢ Beer Gardens 
and Dances ° Band Showcase " Awards 
¢ Pioneer Demonstrations ° Kiddie's Activities 
and Rides - Ukrainian Food 


Vegreville Cultural Association 
Box 908, Vegreville T9C 151 
632 2777 


tiention Danee ane 
пер Youth Group 


Want to have your activities 
publicized across Canada? 


Contact Ukrainian News to find out 
about our Youth Promotion Program. 


Ukrainian News, 

Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB, 

T6B 1S1 


(780) 488-3693 
(780) 488-3859 
ukrnews@compusmart.ab.ca 


Write us at: 


Call us at: 
Fax us at: 
E-Mail us at: 


HOTEL 
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CONFERENCE CENTRE 
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Celebrate 
Mother's Day 


Enjoy Brunch or an 
Evening Buffet in the 
beautiful surroundings 
of the Grand Ballroom 
in the Chateau Louis 
Conference Centre 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, Alberta 
1-800-661-9843 
www.chateaulouis.com 
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LYSALTA 


CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 


WEST АВКА 


Authentic Ukrainian Handicrafts INDEPENDENT 

Art, Books, CDs, Ceramics, MUTUAL FUND DEALER 
Embroidered Goods and Supplies ; 

Gold Jewellery, Icons, Magazines, TERRY LYS 
Newspapers, Pysankas and Supplies | President 


All Services to Ukraine, Mail-orders 


A. R. CHORNY 

Tel.: (416) 762-8751 » Fax: (416) 767-6839 
Email: andrew@westarka.com 

Web site: westarka.com 


(403) 239-8515 
4 Edelweiss Cres. NW, Calgary, AB 


УКРАЇНСЬКА ФІРМА 


ROCK OF EUROPE 


Granite Monuments & Bronze Markers 
Пам'ятники з України та з інших країн 
Виготовляємо на замовлення 
Професійно виконуємо написи та різьбу 
Доступні ціни 


(416) 232-1250 


83 SIX POINT ROAD (SOUTH OF BLOOR OFF ISLINGTON) 
TORONTO, ON M8Z 2X3 


Т Сестра Євдокія Будник 
Сестра Євдокія Будник 
народилася 16 травня 
1915 р. в селі Їлипцях, 
Снятинського повіту, Їва- 
но-Франківської обл. 
В 1933 р. виїхала до 
Бельгії щоби стати мона- 
хинею Святої Тайни Єв- 
харистії. 
Довгий час жила в 
Бельгії, аж в 1996 р. виї- 
хала до Франції до Ліону. 
Пізніше долучила до за- 
кону Icyca i Марії. 
Померла в Ліоні 5 
квітня 2001 р. 
Залишила сестру Олену 
(Артема Коломийчука) 
сестрінків: Тараса Коломийчука (Віру), Їгора 
Коломийчука, Лесю (Марка Левицького), Славка 
Коломийчука (Ірину), племінників: Ярему, Богдана 
Коломийчуків (Голлі), Христину, Стефанію, Павла і 
Андрійка Коломийчуків, та праплемін-ників Тайлера і 
Челсі Коломийчуків. 
Померлих родичів Василя і Анастазію Будник і брата 
Григорія (Марію) і діточок Василька і Ганусю. 


park. 
Wemovial, 


FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND ко 
“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD" 


FAMILY OWNED . 
AND OPERATED 


serving families since 1941 

prearranged funeral plans 

crematorium on site 

provincial, national & international service 


(780) 426-0050 24 HRS. 
EDMONTON: 9709 - 111 AVENUE з 
Visit v us at; www.parkmemorial пі і 


OTHER LOCATIONS: VEGREVILLE " MAYERTHORPE 
SMOKY LAKE - WILDWOOD - LAMONT 


Investing for a Strong 
Tomorrow 


квітня виступив лідер Соцпартії 
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150 років від депортації свідків 
Єгови з України в Сибір 


Віктор Єленський 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--50 років тому, у квітні 
1951-го, із Західної України в Сибір було депор- 
товано тисячі родин віруючих, які належали до 
релігійної організації Свідків Єгови. Згідно з 
постановою Ради Міністрів СРСР, яку підписав 
Сталін, належало конфіскувати все їхнє майно, 
житлові й сільськогосподарські будівлі; заходи з 
депортації було витримано в дусі фронтових нас- 
тупальних деректив - членів «антирадянської сек- 
ти» наказано було стерти у «табірну пилюку». 
Через півстоліття ті, кого вивозили в товарних 
вагонах, ті, хто знає про це з архівних документів 
і ті, хто не знає про цю акцію сталінського 
режиму майже нічого, зустрілися на засіданні 
круглого столу в київському Будинку вчителя. 

Треба віддати належне владі - всім Свідкам 
Єгови було запропоновано тоді підписати відмову 
від участі в діяльності нелегальної «антирадянської 
секти». Абсолютна більшість віруючих однак 
обрала Сибір. Для Свідків Єгови, яких переслі- 
дували в Польщі за Пілсудського та методично 
винищували в нацистській Німеччині, настав новий 
етап випробувань. Віруючі, які взяли участь в 
роботі «круглого столу», без пафосу і навіть за- 
надто буденно розповідали, як умирали в товарних 
вагонах їхні родичі, як намагалися вони вижити 
в нелюдських умовах по приїзді в Сибір, як 
знущалася над ними держбезпека і як прагли 
допомогти їм прості люди. 

Втім, Свідки Єгови, якщо підійти до їхньої 
діяльності неупереджено, дійсно були членами 
антирадянської організації. Для тоталітарного 


"Грежиму той, хто не з ним, беззастережно проти 


нього. Свідки ніколи не були з ним. У 1940-х 
роках, коли трохи не всі мали наввипередки 
вихваляти вождя і керовану ним партію, вони 
відмовилися голосувати за «непорушний блок 
комуністів і безпартійних», вперто не йшли до 
війська і ховали під стріхою літературу, видану 
в «цитаделі імперіялізму» - нью-йоркському ра- 
йоні Бруклін. 

Свідків Єгови судили цивільні суди і військові 
трибунали, над ними влаштовувались показові 


процеси, проти них спрямовувались цілі стоси 
памфлетів i ЦК КПРС чотири рази приймав 
спеціяльні постанови про остаточний уже 
«розгром єговістського підпілля». 

Стійкісь цих людей вражала. Один з учасників 
«круглого столу», 75-річний харків'янин Сергій 
Равлюк відсидів 16 років у найлютіших радянсь- 
ких таборах; його співв'язнями були глава Tj 
католицької церкви в Україні митрополит Йосиф 
Сліпий і син командира УПА Володимир Шухе- 
вич, майбутній патріярх Київський і всієї України 
Володимир Романюк і відомий дисидент Валентин 
Мороз. Для Равлюка, як і для тисяч його одновір- 
ців, не було послаблень, не існувало відлиг і 
гельсинського процесу - з ув'язнення він вийшов 
лише в жовтні 1986 року. 

Свідки Єгови гранично яскраво продемонстру- 
вали своєю історією непереборну істину - ре- 
лігійні переконання не можна викорінити в 
насильницький спосіб. Вони засвідчили також, 
що прагнення релігійної свободи належить до 
підставових потреб людини, яку не можна скасу- 
вати ані покараннями, ані підкупом. 

За великим рахунком становище Свідків Єгови 
- дивних для багатьох з нас людей, які утриму- 
ються від переливання крові і від участі у 
політиці - це серйозний тест на зрілість громад- 
ського суспільства. Його недорозвиненість непо- 
мильно виявляється в прагненні знищити автоно- 
мію особи й громади, в скерованості на уніфіка- 
цію членів суспільства і позбавлення їх персо- 
нальних відмінностей. В Україні вже були спроби 
органів місцевої влади припинити діяльність 
Свідків на підвладній цим органам території, 
або нацькувати на них духовенство історичних 
Церков. До масивного переліку радянських анти- 
єговістських шедеврів на кшталт «Якого Бога 
вони свідки?» чи «Вовки в овечій шкірі» вже 
додалася розлога серія книжок, виданих у постра- 
дянські часи. 

Проте один з дуже вагомих уроків не лише 
поневірянь Свідків Єгови, а й всієї української 
історії полягає в тому, що свободи для обраних 
не буває. Вона або для всіх, або ні для кого. 


Депутат Чародєєв: 


«За те, що зробив 


Плющ, треба просто вбивати» 


(«Українська Правда»)--У страсний вівторок 
в стінах парляменту ще перед розглядом питання 
про відповідальність Кабінету міністрів спалахнув 
скандал. 

У ході «традиційної розминки» депутат Чародєєв 
з «Яблука» взяв на себе ролю Жириновського і 
став обзиватися і грубіянити. Почав він з того, 
що питання про недовіру Ющенку повинно бути 
розглянуте саме у вівторок, 24 квітня. У цей 
час якраз під парляментом проходив мітинг в 
захист прем'єра, і Чародєєв почав характеризувати 
акції на підтримку уряду: «Їдіотів на площах 
Західної України назбирали багато. Не треба 
ламати долю молодих людей, дайте їм гроші за 
три дні і відступлять». Мимохідь український 
герб він назвав «язичеським знаком». 

Обурюючись позицією спікера Ївана Плюща 
щоб відставити голос недовіри, коли парлямент 
оцінював роботу уряду, Чародєєв дозволив сказати 
собі наступне: «За те, що зробив Плющ, треба 
просто вбивати», «Краще б Плющ ввів коня 
або свиню і зробив сенатором», - пригадав 
Чародєєв Древній Рим. «Але те, що він зробив, 
це колективне опускання», - почав він вислов- 
люватися на більш зрозумілий сучасний лад. 

Пристрасті розгорілися не на жарт, депутати 


від обох Рухів блокували трибуну 3 вимогою, 
щоб Чародєєв покинув залю засідань. Праві 
розцінили виступ цього депутата, не тільки як 
образу, але і як замах на самого Плюща. Як 
передає кореспондент УП, Медведчук поводився 
дуже жорстко. Неподалеку від трибуни за тим, 
що відбувається, уважно стежили Суркіс, Волков 
і Бродський, керівник «Яблука». 

Після пристрасних виступів правих, 345 голо- 
сами «за» Верховна Рада заборонила Чародєєву 
5 днів бути присутнім на сесії парляменту. 
Депутат вилетів із залі кулею, і сміливому 
фотокореспонденту, який наважився відобразити 
його в цей момент, пообіцяв «шию намилити». 

Після рішення ізолювати Верховну Раду від 
Чародєєва на п'ять днів представник «Яблука» 
Віктор Суслов повідомив про його виключення 
з фракції. 

Від нервового перенапруження депутати правих 
фракцій вийшли в кулуари перекурити. У журна- 
лістських колах тут же народилася версія, що 
скандальний виступ Чародєєва був сплянованою 
провокацією, щоб проющенківські фракції могли 
випустити пару перед розглядом питання щодо 
звільнення прем'єра. 


Парлямент збирається знову заслухати Генпрокуратуру 
про хід розслідування «справи Гонгадзе» 


(«День»)- -Погоджувальна рада лідерів 
парляментських фракцій і груп ухвалила рішення 
звернутися в Генеральну прокуратуру України з 
пропозицією проінформувати Верховну Раду про 
стан розслідування справи зникнення журналіста 
Георгія Гонгадзе. З такою пропозицією на 
засіданні погоджувальної ради фракцій і груп 23 
України 
Олександр Мороз, повідомляє Інтерфакс- Україна. 

Пояснюючи необхідність такої інформації 
Генпрокуратури, лідер СПУ відзначив, що зараз 


«виходить, що у всьому винен Мельниченко, 
хоч раніше Генпрокуратура про нього практично 
не згадувала». O. Мороз також зазначив, що 
останнім часом на загальнонаціональних 
телеканалах розповсюджується інформація, 
спрямована на дискредитацію владних структур. 
Ведучий засіднаня погоджувальної ради перший 
віце-спікер Верховної Ради Віктор Медведчук, 
погодився з пропозицією О. Мороза і сказав, 
що відповідний лист буде направлений = B 


Генпрокуратуру. 
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Holocaust survivors in Ituna 


Ann Baytalan and Ann Datchko are residents of Ituna, 
SK. Both are holocaust survivors and share their Погті- 
ble experience. 

Ann Baytalan was born in 1922 in what was then 
Poland. At the age of 23 she was imprisoned in the 
Auschwitz concentration camp. At first she was as- 
signed to dig trenches to bury the prisoners who were 
murdered, butchered, mutilated and starved to death. 
The bodies were thrown into these trenches, soaked with 
gasoline and burned. The stench from the corpses was 
intolerable. Later, she was assigned to a prison cell and 
every day when a count was made, every 12th person 
was shot. However, by the grace of God, Ann Baytalan 
never came to be the number 12. 

The food in the camp was a kind of soup made of 
weeds and potato peels, sometimes mixed with bark. 
What was consumed had little, if any, nutritional value. 
All the prisoners were tattooed on the forearm. Her 
number was 417. She became a number and no longer 
a human being. 

When the war ended in 1945, the Red Cross sent Ann 
to Germany and then to the US. There she worked for 
three years as a caregiver for a handicapped woman. In 
1950 she came to Canada and married Bill Baytalan. 
They raised two sons, Harry and Jerry. After a career in 
farming for 25 years they retired in Ituna in 1972. 

Ann Datchko was born in Poland in 1924. One must 
remember that during this time a large area of Ukraine 
was occupied by Poland. At the age of 16 the Nazis 
forced her to work for a farmer. Here she had to work 
from sunrise to sunset with little, if any pay. Also dur- 
ing this time she was ordered to dig trenches in prepa- 
ration for the battle front. This was a scary situation 
with the planes loaded with bombs flying overhead. The 
guards in charge were brutal and beatings were the or- 
der of the day. The daily menu consisted of black cof- 
fee and a slice of bread. In the evening, after the day’s 
work, she could hardly eat the soup they gave her and 
on some days they ate only frozen turnip. After two 
months of trenching, she returned to the same farmer. 

She was swollen, hungry, dirty and almost unrecogniz- 


able. 

Although the war ended in 1945, Ann continued to 
work for the same farmer. There was no place to go. If 
you returned to Ukraine, the Russians who occupied 
Ukraine were deporting thousands of Ukrainian peo- 
ple to Siberia. She worked for the farmer until 1954, 
when she left the farmer, she applied to go to Canada 
and had to live in a hostel for one year. She arrived in 
Canada June 11, 1954 with her husband Bill Hladkey 
and their two children, Mary and John. When she ar- 
rived in Canada, she thought she was in heaven. Ac- 
cording to Ann, people in Canada do not know how to 
appreciate freedom and the abundance of food. 

Ann’s life was full of misfortunes. In 1971 her hus- 
band Bill died. In 1972 she remarried to Joe Datchko. 
He passed away in 1993. They had one child, Edward, 
who farms on the home place. In 1983 Ann retired from 
the farm and currently lives in Ituna. 

Ann Baytalan and Ann Datchko were victims of the 
Nazis. During WW II the Nazis built many concentra- 
tion camps in Austria, Germany and Poland. The pur- 
pose of these camps was to exterminate millions of 
Jews and other ethnic groups: Ukrainians, Poles, Ital- 
іап5, Gypsies etc. During this time Ukraine lost more 
people than any other European country. When the 
Germans invaded Ukraine they took over the vast ter- 
ritory, the bread basket of the world. They enslaved 
young men and women, turning them into slave 
laborers on farms, factories, road construction crews. 
However, the Germans experienced a resistance of the 
Ukrainian nationalistic movement, the dream of inde- 
pendent Ukraine. To suppress this movement, over 
three million Ukrainians were hung, murdered, starved 
or sent to the gas chambers. The pain of the Gestapo 
imprisonment, the inhumane treatment degraded the 
people to the point where they ceased to exist as hu- 
man beings. The only thing that kept them alive was 
their faith in God. 

From 1918 to 1955, 21 million Ukrainian people 
were starved and murdered by the Germans and Rus- 
sians. 


Opera “Moses” to premiere 


during papal 


(Lviv Opera Committee)—The Opera “Moses” — 
officially blessed and sponsored by Pope John Paul II 
— will Premiere during the visit of His Holiness to Lviv 
in June 2001. 

This original opera composed by Myroslaw Skoryk 
with a Libretto by Bohdan Stelmakh is based on a poem 
by Ivan Franko by the same name. The Premiere will be 
held at the Lviv Theatre for Opera and Ballet in the name 
of Solomya Krushelnytska between June 24 and 27. 

What makes this opera truly unique, is that this is the 
“first” opera of the Third Millennium. This is the “first” 
opera to be sponsored by a Pope. This is the “first” op- 
era written and composed in Ukraine since its inde- 
pendence. This is the “first” opera to have a World Pre- 


visit to Lviv 


miere at the Lviv Theatre for Opera and Ballet. And — 
this is the “first” opera to have such religious and his- 
torical significance. 

Over one year in creation, with over 100 rewrites 
and recompositions, the work promises to be a truly 
magnificent example of Ukrainian culture and crea- 
tivity. The director of the Lviv Opera Theatre, when 
speaking of this opera, can hardly hold back his enthu- 
siasm and his praise for this exemplary work. 

Although Pope John Paul II has sponsored this op- 
era, his attendance is not yet guaranteed mainly due to 
his frail health, his extremely busy schedule, and the 
logistics of the theater. However, the Premiere will be 
held in his honor and during the time of his visit. 


‘Thank You” from O. Koshetz Choir 


To our Friends in the Ukrainian, Canadian, 
and World communities, 

At this time, we’d like to express our sincere appre- 
ciation to those who have offered support to both the 
Klymkiw family and to the O. Koshetz Choir during 
this period of mourning our beloved conductor of nearly 
50 years, Dr. Walter Klymkiw. This is a most profound 
loss for our group and sure to be felt for many years to 
come. 

Treasured memories are all about the small moments 
— the pride shining in his eyes as he watched younger 
conductors work with the choir, the pain he so person- 
ally felt as hard times befell the people of Ukraine, the 
pure joy he expressed as he led the choir through the 
most sacred components of our repertoire, and even 
impatience exuded the group failed to appreciate the 
historical or cultural significance of a treasured com- 
position. 

Rarely these days do we see such single-minded de- 
votion to a cause — the perpetuation of our rich Ukrain- 
ian choral traditions. The countless hours Walter spent 
researching numbers prior to introducing a mere frac- 
tion to the choir were a testament to his passion. 

Not only one of the most knowledgeable Ukrainian 
musicians in the world, Walter possessed one of its 
sharpest wits! He was never afraid to share his brutally 
honest opinions, no matter the consequence. However, 
he never was quite successful in disguising the deep 


affection he felt for each of his current and former choir 
members. 

We will honor Walter’s memory by continuing his 
work. The greatest disservice we could offer would be 
for the choir not to continue to strive for artistic excel- 
lence while remaining true to its cultural heritage. For 
this legacy, we will forever be grateful. To continue on 
the path he has so carefully paved for us, Corinne 
Kostenuk-Villebrun and Roman Worobec will in the 
short-term be taking on the roles of Co-Conductors, 
wholly supported by the O. Koshetz Choir members 
and friends. 

We remain indebted to Walter and Mary for all the 
years spent nurturing, promoting, and at times strug- 
gling along with the choir. To you Mary, we extend 
our deepest sympathies and will forever hold you close 
to our hearts. 

“You have a combination of a person who was a very, 
very fine mind, a great musician, very well-read and 
this tremendous personality. When you put all these 
things together, you have a remarkable human being. 
Allhis life was devoted to music.” — Walter Klymkiw 
(“Voices of Angels”, video commemorating O. Koshetz 
Choir’s 50th Anniversary) describing Oleksander 
Koshetz and unknowingly, himself. 


Vichnaya Pamyat Vlodko. 
The O. Koshetz Choir. 
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Creative Images 
for 
Advertising, Presentations and 
Publications 


14 Warrender Avenue, Etobicoke, Ontario, Canada M9B 522 
email: taskey@idirect.com (416) 233-2323 


9 EXCELLENT FOOD % GREAT SERVICE 
9 CLEANEST RESTAURANT ® SPECIAL WASHROOMS 


1 
FAMILY RESTAURANT 
daily lunch and dinner specials 


GREEK & UKRAINIAN FOOD 


NOONER PIZZA or $99 
BEEF BURGER or 
CAESAR SALAD or 
SPAGHETTI 


pizza » pasta - BBQ dishes seafood « souvlaki 
perogies steaks » stir fry « salads « children's menu 
ONLY PLACE IN JASPER THAT SELLS PEROGIES & HOLUBTSI 
622 Patricia Street, IN JASPER « FREE DELIVERY 


$52-3444 


ST. VLADIMIR'S COLLEGE 


a Ukrainian Catholic Boarding School for young men 
in Roblin, MB 


requires a 


MUSIC TEACHER /CHOIR DIRECTOR 


for the upcoming school year 


Your responsibilities include teaching music fundamentals and 
theory, directing the choir and various instrumental music groups 


as well as aspects of a unique music and performing arts program. 


Your are a certified teacher and have a demonstrated commitment 
to the Ukrainian Catholic faith and Catholic education. 


An understanding of Ukrainian culture and religious tradition 
as well as instructional knowledge of Ukrainian Catholic 
liturgical music is essential for this position. 


Send resume by May 31, 2001 to: 
St. Vladimir's College Personnel Committee 
Box 789, Roblin, MB ROL 1P0 


Fax: 204-937-8265 
Email: info@stvlads.net 


aed я я Б a a и a 


PARK FUNERAL CHAPEL 


® 


Greg. Lalach, James Werezak, 
Adele Sorokan 


TELEPHONE: 244-2103 


311 3rd Avenue North Saskatoon, Sask. S7K 2H9 


Cnjoy (your time at 
fhe Vesna Festival! 


Привіт для всіх учасників 
Фестивалю Весна! 


фани нн нн Lt о но я но но но що не во ве о оо ни 
a НН В и Б в и и и и в Но в и но ви и ви о 
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Thousands celebrate May Day 


(RFE/RL)—More than 10,000 people participated in a Soviet-style May 
Day rally in Simferopol, Crimea, Interfax reported. Participants held plac- 
ards reading: “Let Lenin’s Name and Achievements Live for Centuries!”; 
“Sunny Crimea — Yes, Yes, Yes! NATO and Its Followers — No, No, 
No!”; and “Privatization Is the Robbery of the People!” 

Some 5,000 people celebrated May Day with a march in Kharkiv, which 
was headed by Communist Party supporters following a scuffle with other 
participants. 

There were several separate May Day rallies in Kyiv: the Social Demo- 
cratic Party (United) gathered 1,500 people; the newly created Commu- 
nist Party of Workers and Peasants (KPRiS) 1,000; the Communist Party 
500; and the Progressive Socialist Party 500. KPRiS leader Oleksandr 
Yakovenko said his party aims at organizing a “socialist revolution” in 
Ukraine. 

Some 3,000 demonstrators in Dnipropetrovsk demanded that Kyiv break 
ties with the IMF and give Russian official language status. 

Communist Party leader Petro Symonenko told his Kyiv rally on May 1 
that his party is ready to assume responsibility for the future of the coun- 
try, Interfax reported. He noted that it was Communists who initiated the 
ouster of the “pro-American” government of Viktor Yushchenko. 
Symonenko said Yushchenko’s cabinet increased Ukraine’s economic and 
financial dependence on the West, canceled privileges to the poor, and 
increased housing and utility payments. According to Symonenko, “the 
nationalists jointly with oligarchic capitalists” — assisted by the West — 
are seeking to divide Ukraine into three parts. Symonenko added that the 
U.S. is currently working to make Yushchenko the leader of the Ukrainian 
opposition and tear Ukraine away from “fraternal Slavic peoples.” 

Symonenko said his party might propose no less than four candidates to 
head a new cabinet. 


Gongadze’s mother identifies body 


The mother of Ukrainian dissident journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, who 
has been missing, presumed dead, since September, on April 27 identified 
the body of her son, the journalist’s former newspaper said, according to 
Agence France Presse. 

Heorhiy Gongadze, 31, the founder of an opposition Internet newspa- 
per Ukrayinska Pravda, disappeared last September, in a scandal that has 
embroiled President Leonid Kuchma. 

A charred, headless body found on a country road in November was 
identified as the newsman by DNA testing in February, but more recent 
tests cast doubt on the initial findings. 

The Internet newspaper said that mother Alexandra Gongadze had com- 
pared old X-rays of her son’s bones with those from the corpse and they 
matched perfectly. 

“T was hoping so much for the past seven months that he was alive,” she 
was quoted by the newspaper as saying. 

“Why did they kill my son? God will punish those who did it.” 

She was present on April 27 when American experts took samples of 
the corpse for testing in the United States in a bid to give a final identifi- 


cation and establish the time and cause of the death, the newspaper said. 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN FOUNDATION 
OF TARAS SHEVCHENKO 
is anational, chartered, philanthropic institution which for nearly four 
decades has provided leadership by building and nurturing a perma- 
nent endowment fund. This fund is dedicated to the preservation and 
promotion of the Ukrainian Canadian cultural heritage and to the 


advancement of a flourishing Ukrainian community for the enrich- 
ment of Canada. 


UCFTS is seeking a candidate for the position of 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 


Reporting to the Board of Directors, the Executive Director is re- 
sponsible for the overall management of the foundation, including 
fundraising, development and timely implementation of an action plan, 
overall financial administration, human resources, program and fa- 
cility management. 


The successful candidate should have the following qualifications: 


¢ Experience in management of human, physical and financial ге- 


sources 
Experience in fundraising 
A thorough understanding of concerns and issues facing Ukrainian 
organizations as well as the community at large 
Excellent organizational, effective interpersonal and strong com- 
munication and leadership skills 
Fluency in Ukrainian and English languages 
The ability to establish working relations with community organi- 
zations and volunteers 
° Flexibility to travel and to work irregular hours 


Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications. 


Qualified candidates are asked to forward a detailed resume, stating 
salary expectations, in confidence, no later than May 26, 2001, to: 


Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko 
Executive Director Competition 

c/o UCFTS President Andrew Hladyshevsky 

2900 Manulife Place 

10180 - 101 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3V5 

email: andrew.hladyshevsky@ fmc-law.com 
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PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
The stricken Number 4 reactor in its sarcophagus. 


Chornobyl disaster had far- 


reaching ramifications 


By Paul Goble 

(RFE/RL)—Fifteen years ago an accident at the 
Chornobyl nuclear power plant in Ukraine spread ra- 
diation across a broad swath of the USSR and Eastern 
Europe but then forced the Soviet leadership to open 
the way for glasnost and the ultimate demise of com- 
munism in Europe. 

On April 26, 1986, a test at the Chornobyl nuclear 
plant went badly wrong, an explosion occurred and mas- 
sive amount of radiation was released into the atmos- 
phere. The initial Soviet response was first to deny that 
there had been any problems at the plant and then to 
insist that Soviet nuclear engineers were in complete 
control of the situation. 

Had the reactor been located further from the Soviet 
borders with the West and had the radiation plume not 
passed over Scandinavia, the Soviet government might 
have been able to get away with such denials just as 
Moscow often had succeeded in doing with earlier dis- 
asters. 

But once Swedish scientists monitored the radiation 
cloud, radio and television stations in Eastern Europe 
and Western Europe began to report that an accident 
had taken place. And Soviet citizens quickly learned 
what had in fact happened, some from cross-border 
Polish television broadcasts and others from interna- 
tional radio broadcasters. 

Mikhail Gorbachev, who had become general secre- 
tary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union only 
13 months earlier, was faced with a crisis. If he fol- 
lowed the standard Soviet protocol on such matters, he 
would not only lose face at home and abroad as a re- 
former but also risk losing his power base within the 
Soviet leadership. 

Confronted with this choice, Gorbachev first equivo- 
cated and then signaled that he was willing to allow the 
Soviet media to report more accurately on what had 
happened. Soviet newspapers, radio stations, and tel- 
evision networks began to tell Ukrainians, Russians, 
and Belarusians more of the story, and Gorbachev 


sought to use this new openness, which he eventually 
labeled “glasnost,” as a means to win popular support 
and defeat his political enemies. 

For the first time, Soviet citizens were hearing more 
or less accurate information about a disaster in their 
country not just from foreign radio “voices” but also 
from their own media. That did not lessen their fears 
about the consequences of the Chornobyl accident, but 
it did mean that they now looked to their domestic 
media as a source of news. 

Gorbachev’s own hesitations and statements then and 
later make it clear that he did not recognize what he 
had begun or where it would lead. Once the Soviet 
media implicitly and in some cases explicitly acknowl- 
edged that Soviet outlets had not told the truth in the 
past about Chornobyl and nuclear power, Soviet citi- 
zens and a growing number of Soviet journalists began 
demanding a fuller accounting on other issues as well. 

Over the next five years, this process accelerated, 
forcing Gorbachev апа the Soviet government to con- 
front ever more controversial questions about the rule 
of the Communist Party and Soviet nationality poli- 
cies. 

And as Soviet claims were shown to be hollow and 
false, ever more citizens of the USSR turned away not 
only from the system as a whole but from Gorbachev 
who had allowed these revelations to occur. That shift 
contributed to the collapse of communism, the demise 
of the Soviet Union, and the difficult period of transi- 
tion away from a totalitarian system toward democ- 
racy and freedom. У 

The Срогпобу! accident in the first instance called 
attention to the incredible dangers inherent in the use 
of atomic power, and many people in Ukraine, Belarus, 
and Russia are still suffering from exposure to radia- 
tion. 

But at the same time, the aftermath of that accident 
highlighted the incredible power of a more open press 
to.change people’s minds and ultimately to change the 
course of history. 


Scientists use disaster as hope for new technology 


Fifteen years after the world’s worst nuclear acci- 
dent at Chornobyl, scientists are using the site to de- 
velop new technologies to prevent leakage of radioac- 
tive dust and particles, reports the Associated Press. 

Speaking at the United Nations on April 26 the anni- 
versary of the reactor meltdown at the СПогпобу! plant 
— Artur Korneyey, deputy head of the Chornobyl 
project, said a special material called EKOR developed 
to coat the sarcophagus in a destroyed reactor could in 
the future be used to prevent hazardous waste leakage 
worldwide. 

“EKOR offers a solution to the myriad of problems 
associated with nuclear waste handling, disposal and 
storage,” Korneyev said. 

The April 26, 1986 explosion and fire sent a radioac- 
tive cloud over much of Europe and contaminated large 
areas of then-Soviet Ukraine, Russia and Belarus. 

More than a decade after the accident, 7 million peo- 
ple in Belarus, Russia and Ukraine are estimated to be 
suffering physical or psychological effects of radiation. 
About 3 million children require immediate medical 
treatment more than 11,000 for thyroid cancer. 

Continued leakage of radioactive waste from the 


Chornoby] reactor is linked to many of the health prob- 
lems. 

EKOR, which was developed by scientists at the 
EuroAsian Physical Society and tested at Kurchatov 
Research Institute in Moscow, has so far proven effec- 
tive in stopping leakage. 

Since last March, when the crumbling sarcophagus 
at Chornoby] was coated, the material — which thick- 
ens after application and hermetically seals in waste 
for up to 400 years — has been the most successful 
protectant so far, according to Korneyev. 

Korneyey was one of several experts on the 
Chornobyl accident who gathered at the United Na- 
tions to commemorate the anniversary of the disaster. 

In a symbolic gesture earlier in the day, the under- 
secretary-general for humanitarian affairs, Kenzo 
Oshima — himself a survivor of Hiroshima — rang 
the peace bell in memory of the Chornobyl victims. 
The bell was a gift to the United Nations from Japan. 

“This accident at Chornobyl is much more than the 
worst technological disaster in the history of nuclear 
power generation, it is also a grave and continuing 
humanitarian tragedy,” said Oshima. 
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Ukraine’s woes deepen, 
with Russia at its border 


Moscow’s influence looms after coalition defeats prime minister 


By Will Englund, Baltimore Sun Foreign Staff 
Originally published April 29, 2001 

With Russia expectantly standing by, Ukraine is look- 
ing forward to 11 months of debilitating political tur- 
moil after a vengeful coalition of business tycoons and 
Communists on April 26 forced out the popular reform- 
ist prime minister. 

This country of 49 million once cherished its friendly 
relations with the West. Some of Viktor Yushchenko’s 
allies believe that his departure from the government, 
almost а full year before parliamentary elections, leaves 
little to keep Ukraine from slipping inexorably back 
into Moscow’s orbit. 

Ukraine is weak. Ukraine’s president, Leonid 
Kuchma, is weaker. Tape recordings that appear to be 
authentic reveal him to be tolerant of corruption, quick 
to abuse his power, willing to use the police against his 
enemies. The tapes, which came to light late last year, 
also show him apparently discussing what could be done 
about an investigative journalist named Heorhiy 
Gongadze — whose headless torso was found outside 
Kyiv soon afterward. 

Kuchma has few friends left, but among them are 


the business tycoons — known here, as in Russia, as, 


the “oligarchs” — who couldn’t abide Yushchenko’s 
economic reforms and efforts to conduct fair and “trans- 
parent” sales of state-owned enterprises. 

Kuchma’s other friends, in his weakness, are in Rus- 
sia. 

“Russia looks after its own interests,” said Ihor 
Lutsenko, one of the leaders of a group called Ukraine 
Without Kuchma. “After eight years they found 
Kuchma in a very weak position, and of course they’re 
using that.” 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has voiced his sup- 
port for Kuchma, and the Russian press has picked up 
the cue. 

At the same time, Russian investors have been snap- 
ping up one major Ukrainian company after another — 
seven in the past several months — in privatization deals 
that could be described as murky at best. 

“This year, the Zaporizhia aluminum plant was sold 
off to Avtovaz, a Russian company, for $69 million, 
even though a Ukrainian group had offered $101 mil- 
lion. Yushchenko pushed for the higher offer, but 
Kuchma steered the sale into Russian hands. Viktor 
Pinchuk, a suave member of parliament who controls a 
television and industrial empire and is the common- 
law husband of Kuchma’s daughter, had lobbied for 
the winners. 

The Russians, said Pavlo Моуспап, an opposition 
member of parliament, have become Kuchma’s guar- 
antor. 

Over a glass of grapefruit juice in the serene surround- 
ings of the Grand Club, across the street from parlia- 
ment, Pinchuk argued that Ukraine has no reason to 
fear Russia, which he said is “an incredibly strategic 
country for us.” 

To the contrary, he said, it is Western organizations 
that are pursuing a “planned action” to disrupt Ukraine. 
He offered no evidence to support this contention, but 
he said there are “proofs” to back him up. 

Turning against U.S. 

Ukraine’s press, which is almost entirely controlled 
by either the government or such tycoons as Pinchuk, 
has been vilifying the United States recently — where 
once America could hardly do any wrong. 

The attacks raise the specter of an America dictating 
every move to subservient Ukraine, although, if any- 
thing, Western involvement in Ukraine is falling off. 
Western businesses have been shut out of all major pri- 
vatization deals. 

“The coming of Western investors would have meant 
investments in these industries,” said Serhiy 
Rakhmanin, of the independent weekly newspaper 
Zerkalo Nedeli. “The coming of Russian investors is 
likely to mean the stripping of assets.” 

What Yushchenko accomplished in his 16 months as 
prime minister was this: He restructured the foreign 
debt, paid down the domestic debt, eliminated arrears 
in wages and pensions, oversaw the first solid growth 
of Ukraine’s economy since independence a decade ago, 
pushed hard for transparent finances in the energy sec- 
tor and reined in tax breaks for favored companies. 

All this hurt the oligarchs, who control about a third 
of the parliament, and led to widespread public support 
for Yushchenko — which gave the unpopular Kuchma 
cause for concern. 

On April 26, the oligarchs’ faction in parliament 
joined with the Communists — who oppose any move 
toward a free market — to oust the prime minister and 


his Cabinet. In public, Kuchma said he regretted the 
decision, but he had made no attempt to save 
Yushchenko. And as soon as the vote was taken, he 
blamed Yushchenko for losing it. 

‘I need democracy’ 

Pinchuk elaborated on that theme. Yushchenko’s 
whole problem, Pinchuk said, was that he tried to run 
the government without consulting the oligarchs, who 
had backed Kuchma. Yushchenko, he said, seemed 
unable to tell the difference between “criminal oligar- 
chic gangs” and decent businessmen who had been 
forced to make up the rules as they went along in 
Ukraine’s transition to capitalism. 

“Who are the oligarchs?” Pinchuk asked. “I’m called 
an oligarch. I’m an industrialist, І own many enter- 
prises. Really, I consider myself a reformer. I need de- 
mocracy, I need transparency to prosper.” 

But Yushchenko, he complained, talked about the 
oligarchs as if they were all criminals. Is it any wonder 
they turned on him? With Yushchenko’s mistakes to 
learn from, Pinchuk said, economic and democratic 
reform can now move ahead even faster. 

Movchan, who is the founder of a Ukrainian nation- 
alist party, disagreed. 

“What is in store for us?” he asked. “Inflation. We’ll 
have to pay back debts that Yushchenko renegotiated. 
Salaries will be delayed again. The foreign debt will 
grow. The domestic debt will grow. All this will weaken 
the president. Then we’ll hear the slogan, ‘Russia is 
our only savior.’ And then they’ll say our salvation is 
in a referendum for a new union with Russia.” 

With parliamentary elections scheduled for March, 
there’s a certain amount of public anger over the dis- 
missal, because Yushchenko was that rarest of things 
— a Ukrainian politician with solid positive ratings. A 
crowd estimated at 15,000 to 30,000 tured out in the 
streets of the capital to protest Thursday, but that’s 
hardly enough to shake Kuchma. 

On April 27, Yushchenko told a group of liberal and 
nationalist members of parliament that he was ready 
to become opposition leader, provided the factions can 
agree to work together. 

It’s a tall order. There had been a burst of demon- 
strations early last winter after the Gongadze tapes 
became public, and the various opposition groups 
united, but the moment passed, and they fell to 
quarreling among themselves. To get back together and 
stay together for nearly a year will be a test of will. 
Opportunity for Russia 

Markian Bilynskyj, director of field operations for 
the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, expects that parliament 
will be unable to agree on any replacement for 
Yushchenko, which will likely mean an acting prime 
minister (or prime ministers) of diminished authority, 
and political trouble. 

“And any upheaval or political crisis is a good op- 
portunity for the Russians to get involved,” said Mykola 
Tomenko, director of the Institute of Politics. “I think 
their basic goal — and this is something they’ve been 
proclaiming ever since Putin came to power — is the 
economic privatization of Ukraine” — that is, іп Mos- 
cow’s favor. 

“This will mean the end of our independence,” 
Lutsenko said. 

Falling back on Russia is, after all, easy for Ukraine, 
Bilynskyj noted. Putin and Kuchma speak the same 
language — literally as well as figuratively, because 
Kuchma’s grasp of Ukrainian has always been shaky. 
Kuchma, a former director of a rocket factory, is a So- 
viet manager to the core. 

But despite the thuggishness of his police and spe- 
cial services, he is not himself a tyrant. Kuchma, said 
Bilynskyj, often doesn’t know what he wants or how 
to get it if he does. 

The corrupt and arbitrary bureaucracy, largely a 
holdover from the Soviet era, goes along on inertia, 
Bilynskyj said, leaving Ukraine with “a semblance of 
an authoritarian regime.” It’s a regime that by its na- 
ture tends to drive away Western engagement, and, 
without much direction otherwise, finds Russia to be a 
compatible fit. 

Some of Kuchma’s critics believe that Ukraine is in 
danger of being turned into a genuinely authoritarian 
country at Moscow’s behest, but Bilynskyj thinks the 
Russians are subtler than that. 

“Russia,” he said, “would like to see a prosperous, 
formally independent Ukraine — but a Ukraine that 
defers to Russia.” 
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on Granite Memorials 


Edmont 


personalized designs ов полови 
ЗВИСТМІ  зегиіпд Albertans with dignity iaadli’ 


or over 35 years OF NORTHAMERICA 


Honour Your Family 
with a 
Work of Art 
Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 
All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 
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Medvedev leads upset | )Куаїпе ups 


of seeds in Barcelona 
But doesn’t get past third round 


Andriy Medvedev scored a fine comeback win over Cedric Pioline on 
the opening day of the Barcelona Open on April 23 as three of the four 
seeds in action fell, reports Reuters. 

Medvedev came from a break down in the deciding set to beat the French 
number 10 seed 2-6 6-4 7-6. 

The Ukrainian, who has been a long way short of his best form on his 
way back from a serious ankle injury suffered last year, looked to be down 
and out as Pioline broke in the second game of the deciding set and built a 
4-2 lead. 

He broke in game seven with some blistering returns of serve and held 
on twice to stay in the match, the second time to love, when serving at 4- 
5 and 5-6. 

Pioline won a point on the Medvedev serve at the start of the tie-break 
but it was the Ukrainian, the Barcelona champion in 1993, who proved 
the stronger and a double-fault from his opponent gave him a 6-2 lead. 

He missed his first two break points, snatching at a clipped backhand 
return and then missing a forehand, before Pioline put an attempted lob 
long to lose 7-4 in the decider. 

But four days later, in the third round, Sweden’s Thomas Engqvist de- 
feated Medvedev to make it to the quarterfinals, reported the Associated 
Press 

Engqvist, seeded seventh, downed Medvedev 7-6 (6-4), 7-5. 

Medvedev, who said earlier in the week he was considering leaving the 
Tour if his game didn’t improve, was thwarted by Enqvist’s solid and 
steady baseline play. 


Famed Ukrainian goalkeeper dies 


Viktor Bannykov, considered the best goalkeeper in the Soviet Union 
during the 1960s and 1970s, has died, reported the Associated Press, cit- 
ing Ukrainian officials on April 26. 

The former Ukrainian soccer player, who headed the Ukrainian Soccer 
Federation (FFU) from 1991-95 and was its vice president since 1996, 
died on April 25 following a long disease, the FFU said. He was 62. 

The exact cause of death was not immediately available. 

Bannykov played for the then-Soviet Dynamo Kiev (now Dynamo Kyiv) 
in 1961-69 and for Torpedo of Moscow in 1970-73. Bannykov played ina 
total of 258 games within the Soviet championship, and in 39 games for 
the Soviet national team. 

Bannykov was recognized as the country’s best goalkeeper in 1964 and 
1970 and was honored with several awards from international soccer or- 
ganizations. 


Ukraine to compete in 
youth soccer World Cup 


(Ukrainian Soccer News)—Ukraine was drawn into a Group C with 
China, Chile and United States on April 26 for this summer’s FIFA World 
Youth Championship for players under 20 in Argentina. All games will be 
played in Mendoza. 

The schedule of games is as follows: June 17: USA vs. China, Chile vs. 
Ukraine; June 20: Chile vs. USA, Ukraine vs. China; June 23 USA vs. 
Ukraine, China vs. Chile. 

The other groups consist of the following: Group A: Argentina, Egypt, 
Finland and Jamaica; Group B: Brazil, Canada, Germany and Iraq; Group 
D: Angola, Australia, Czech Republic and Japan; Group E: Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, Ethiopia and the Netherlands; Group F: France, Ghana, Iran and 
Paraguay. 

The top two teams in each group and the four best third-place teams 
advance to the second round. 
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ets Latvia 4-2 


Advances for the first time in World Hockey Championship 


(UkrNews)—For the first time in history, 
Ukraine has won a game in the preliminary 
round of the World Hockey Championship 
and has advanced to the next. 

As the third team from Group C, Ukraine, 
along with Sweden and the United States ad- 
vances to Group F which also inciudes the 
top three finishers from Group B — Finland, 
Slovakia and Austria, who will all play 
Ukraine in the next round. 

This also guarantees Ukraine a berth in next 
year's World Championship. 

As only the points gained and goals scored 
against advancing Group F members in the 
preliminary round count, Ukraine starts off 
in fifth place, tied with Austria at 0 points 
apiece, but ahead on goal differential with 3- 
11 against 1-10. 

Ukraine upset Latvia 4-2 May 2, leaving it 
in a three-way tie with Latvia and the United 
States pending the outcome of the Sweden- 
U.S. game later that day. 

The United States put Ukraine into the next 
round by tying Sweden 2-2 and gaining sec- 
ond-place with three points. 


As Latvia and Ukraine had two points apiece, Ukraine 
went ahead by virtue of its earlier victory. 

Ukraine stormed into a 3-0 lead in the first 11 min- 
utes on goals by Vadim Slivcenko, Vadim Shakhraichuk 
and Vasyl Bobrovnikov, reported Reuters 

Kaspars Astasenko got one back for the favored 
Latvians before defense took over. 

Leonids Tambijevs appeared to bring the Latvians a 
goal closer late in the third period when he tried to push 
the puck in from the side of the net. 

But neither the red light of the goal judge nor the 
referee signaled a score. 

With Ukraine leading 4-1 and little more than five 
minutes remaining, Nashville Predators defenseman 
Karlis Skrastins shovelled in a rebound in a goalmouth 
scramble for Latvia's elusive second goal. : 

The defeat was a bittee blow for Latvia, which itsel 
scored a major upset over the United States just two 
days earlier. 

Arturs Irbe stopped 42 shots to shut out the United 
States 2-0 with some sparkling goaltending that kept 
Latvia's chances alive for a second-round berth in the 
World Hockey Championships. 

Aleksandrs Semjonovs and Aleksandrs Kercs scored 
for Latvia, which lost its first game to Sweden 5-2, re- 
ported the Associated Press. 

"He stopped everything — he was unbelievable," said 
David Tanabe, Irbe's teammate on the NHL Carolina 
Hurricanes. "Не made a lot of great saves. He was pretty 
much the key and the MVP for them." 

Thousands of Latvians gathered in the middle of the 
night and laid wreaths to the wall of the U.S. embassy 
in Rigato commemorate the American team's loss, re- 


2001 WORLD HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIP 
In Germany 


Pool A WL 
Czech Republic 2 
Germany il 
Switzerland 1 
Belarus 1 


oO ль р 


Pool В 
Finland 
Slovakia 
Austria 


і 4 
Conor ry 


Japan 


Pool C 
Sweden 
U.S.A. 
Ukraine 
Latvia 


обов» 


Pool D 
Canada 
Russia 
Italy 
Norway 


DAUNP 


Kristian Huselius of Sweden, right, attacks the Ukraine goal, 
tended by goalkeeper Kostyantyn Simchuk during the group C 
match of the Hockey World Championships. Photo by Edgar 
R.Schoepal (AP) 


"Anything can happen at the 
championships. Should any 
of them take us less 
seriously, the chance is 


there to punish them." 
Ukraine coach Anatoli Вордапоу 


ported Marina Joukova for faceoff.com. 

Local police said there were so many fans, traffic in 
the downtown area of Riga was totally paralyzed. 

"Hockey is more than just the most popular sport in 
our country, it's a religion," said Irbe. 

"Latvians have been waiting for the world champi- 
onships throughout the winter with great anticipation 
and I am absolutely delighted we could give them a bit 
of a mood for the spring." 

Last year, in St. Petersburg, Russia, Latvia stunned 
the hosts and helped contribute to the Russians’ slide 
all the way to the 11th spot in the standings, the worst 
outing in Russian (and Soviet) hockey history. 

Ukraine, which placed 15th at the world champion- 
ships two years ago in Norway and 14th last year in 
Russia, had never won any of its six games in the open- 
ing rounds of the last two world championships, hav- 
ing been outscored 29-9. 

It's in the group of teams that fight to avoid relega- 
tion that Team Ukraine has prospered. 

This year's team includes Washington Capitals’ 
Dmitri Kristich and Philadelphia Flyers’ Ruslan 
Fedotenko. 

Toronto Maple Leafs' Alexei Ponikarovsky couldn't 
make it and sent regrets: he's otherwise engaged, with 
his club fighting the reigning Stanley Cup champions, 
New Jersey Devils, in the second round of the NHL 
playoffs. 

Prior to the tournament, Ukraine coach Anatoli 
Bogdanov told Joukova that "we're seeded in a very 
tough group). Our job is to survive in the top division." 

However, added Bogdanovy, "anything can happen 
at the championships. Should any of them took us less 
seriously, the chance is there to punish them." 

Bogdanov would love to play the Russians, too: 
"Still, I'd rather if it was in the finals, rather than in the 
group fighting relegation." 

Ukraine lost the opening game 6-3 to the United 
States on April 28. 

The Americans took a 3-0 lead in the first period on 
goals by Florida Panthers’ Bret Hedican, Boston's Mike 
Knuble and New York Islanders! Marc Parrish. 

Nashville's Dave Legwand and Islanders' Tim 
Connolly — who scored the first penalty shot of the 
tournament — put the Americans ahead 5-1 in the sec- 
ond period, reported the Associated Press. 

Ukraine scored twice but a goal by Phoenix' Landon 
Wilson at 12:28 of the third period clinched the game. 

May 1 Ukraine was clobbered 5-0 by Sweden. 
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Foreigners glad to be rid of Utel 


By Vitaly Sych, Kyiv Post Staff Writer 

When state-owned Ukrtelekom bought back all for- 
eign-owned shares in long-distance phone provider 
Utel, it amounted to the largest repatriation of foreign 
capital in Ukraine’s history as a sovereign nation. 

But the buyback also prompted questions as to why 
foreigners had elected to bail on one of Ukraine’s most 
lucrative companies. 

With a virtual monopoly on Ukraine’s long-distance 
market, Utel has been raking in huge profits ever since 
it was established in 1992 as a joint venture between 
Ukrtelekom, which held а 51 percent interest, and for- 
eign telecom giants AT&T, Deutsche Telekom and 
Dutch firm KPN, with a combined 49 percent stake. 
The company’s profits exceeded US$27 million in 1996 
and $33 million in 1997. After the financial crisis cut 
into profits in 1998, the firm rebounded to post a $28.7 
million profit last year. 

Despite that success, the foreign partners said they 
were happy to be out of the deal. 

“We are leaving Utel with a feeling of complete sat- 
isfaction,” said Andrei Grunin, AT&T’s country direc- 
tor in Russia. “Our participation in this joint venture 
was a big success.” 

Industry insiders said the foreign partners had made 
most of their big profits not by owning part of the com- 


Business 


pany, but by selling Utel the necessary equipment and 
technical support to upgrade Ukraine’s outdated switch- 
ing stations. 

The Utel buyback was unique in that Utel itself pro- 
vided the funds to its majority shareholder, Uktelekom, 
to make the deal. Those funds took the form of a $55 
million interest-free loan. The government paid $55.7 
million for the 39 percent combined share held by 
AT&T and Deutsche Telekom. 

Utel will now become a subsidiary of Ukrtelekom. 

Though Ukrtelekom will consolidate certain opera- 
tions with Utel, Dovhy said he was unsure on whether 
the two firms will merge into one legal entity. He said 
Ukrtelekom may generate additional value by preserv- 
ing Utel’s well-known brand name. 

That brand name should boost the value of 
Ukrtelekom substantially. And that is exactly what the 
government wanted to do in making the deal, analysts 
said. 

Experts said Ukrtelecom’s value could jump by at 
least 30 percent once the Utel acquisition is formal- 
ized. 


National Bank to support hryvnia 


(Eastern Economist)—The National Bank of Ukraine 
will support the national currency if the market responds 
negatively to the government dismissal, said Serhiy 
Yaremchenko, Director of NBU Currency Regulation 
Department at the Yalta Interbank Conference on April 
26. 

According to him, the NBU has enough foreign re- 
serves to maintain hryvnia stability. 

The NBU board of governors believes it is inexpedi- 
ent “at this stage” to separate bank supervision from 
the NBU into a free-standing body. 

The bank supervision program that had been ap- 
proved by the NBU stipulates a higher degree of inde- 
pendence for units within the NBU. 

The NBU also expects the money supply to grow 


19% from Hr 32.1 billion to Hr 38.2 billion and that 
the monetary base will grow 12% from Hr 16.78 bil- 
lion to Hr 18.78 billion in 2001, reported NBU Mon- 
etary Policy Department director Natalia Hrebenyk, 
April 27. 

Hrebenyk’s report says that the prediction is based 
on forecasts of 4% GDP growth in 2001 and an infla- 
tion rate no higher than 13.6% with a zero budget defi- 
cit. 

The reports also says that in light of the trend of re- 
viving demand for money — which corresponds to the 
macroeconomic goals for 2001 — the NBU expects 
that the speed of money circulation will fall and that 
the monetarizing of the economy will rise in the com- 
ing months. 


Dealers predict market dip after ouster 


(Eastern Economist)—The resignation of Premier 
Viktor Yushchenko’s government will bring down the 
rate of Ukrainian stocks and foreign investors’ interest 
in them, market dealers have said. 

“There is no panic yet, but there is sure to be a cer- 
tain decline. This is an unequivocally negative signal 
to foreigners,” said Dmytro Tarabakin, head of the 
Dragon-Capital company. 

Roman 5агопоу, director of the Socrat financial com- 
pany, said that “the market reaction will definitely be 
negative. 


Yet, there will be no big dip, as the market has al- 
ready responded to the expected resignation.” 

He added that “investors in the West were recom- 
mended to sell Ukrainian stocks” long before the Cabi- 
net’s dismissal. It will be the liquidity of the Ukrainian 
market, which has never been too high, rather than 
prices, which will fall, the Socrat director said. 

The company believes that the greatest drop is ex- 
pected in the shares of energy generating compa- 
nies, which are most dependent on the government’s 
policy. 


Greece, Ukraine seek to strengthen trade 


(Eastern Economist)—The pre- 
тіег5 of Ukraine and Greece have 
declared a readiness to strengthen 
trade and economic ties between the 
two countries. 

After negotiations with Premier 
Viktor Yushchenko, April 24, Greek 
Premier Costas Simitis said that the 
two sides expressed a desire to boost 
trade between the two countries. 

Greece would like to increase its 


said Simitis. He also said that the added that Ukraine views Greece as 
Greek government would assist а European market, with “a very 
Ukrainian shipyards. bright future”. 

Simitis stressed that Ukraine has 
made significant progress on the 
toad to European integration, and 
Greece believes that Ukraine will 
join the EU someday. 

Yushchenko said that Ukraine and 
Greece “have good political rela- 
tions”, and organizing trade rela- 


Growth continues in first quarter 

(Eastern Economist)—The economic growth recorded in 2000 was pre- 
served in first quarter of 2001, according to the Presidential Administra- 
tion. GDP growth in this period was 7.7%, with the prices of consumer 
goods rising by 2.7%. Output volumes rose in all major sectors of the 
economy, especially metallurgy (20.8%), chemical and oil and gas sectors 
(13.8%), machine-building sector by 23%. Production volumes in agricul- 
ture increased by 6.1%, pushed by growth in meat and poultry production. 


Canada puts 96% duty on Ukraine metal 


(Eastern Economist)-—Canada has introduced a preliminary 96% duty on 
Ukrainian hot-rolled metal — the highest compared to other those im- 
posed on other metal exporters. Canada claims that during an anti-dump- 
ing investigation in Jari.-Sept. 2000, 100% of 24,400 tons of hot-rolled 
metal exports from Ukraine to Canada were supplied at a dumping price 
of 49% of the average market price. However, the Ukrainian government 
stated that there were no supplies of such metal to Canada during that 
time period. 


US follows suit 

(Eastern Economist)—The US Trade Department introduced a temporary 
89.49% anti-dumping duty on Ukrainian steel, April 26. In June the de- 
partment will announce whether the duty is to remain. The anti-dumping 
investigation was launched by the US in Dec. 2000 at the initiative of a 
group of American steel producers. 


Unemployment down 

(Eastern Economist)—As of April 1, 2001, the unemployment level in 
Ukraine was 4.2% of the able-bodied population versus 4.5% on the same 
date last year, reported the State Employment Centre. Between January 
and March 2000, 1.55 million people were registered at employment cen- 
tres, with the unemployment growth rate significantly slowing. 


Production down in all energy sectors 

(Eastern Economist)—Production volumes fell in all energy sectors, said 
Fuel and Energy Minister Stanislav Stashevskiy at a Verkhovna Rada hear- 
ing on fuel, April 18. He said that in 2000, electric energy production was 
170 billion kw or 62% off 1991 production volumes. He said oil extrac- 
tion in 2000 was 3.6 million tons or 74% of 1991 figures, while natural 
gas extraction was 18 billion cubic metres or 62%. Stashevskiy identified 
barter and imported fuel as being behind the decreases. 


Winter crops satisfactory 

(AgriUkraine)—According to USDA, Ukrainian winter crops are satisfac- 
tory. The growth of winter crops exceeds the last year level due to the high 
March temperature. It also influenced the early beginning of sowing. Ac- 
cording to the same data, 2.4mm ha out of planned 7mm ha have been sown. 


Stry REA continues 
(Smoky Lake Signal/UkrNews)—While other Rural Electrification Asso- 


ciations have amalgamated recently and some sold over the years, Stry | 


REA continues on its own. It has 415 members and an active executive, 
led by Mike Shapka president, George Goruk vice president and Judy 
Hemery secretary. Stry REA’s annual meeting, April 10, at the Vilna Cul- 
tural Centre, saw reports on the REA’s financial position and no change in 
the members’ levy. Stry, located 175 kilometres northeast of Edmonton, is 
named after the Lviv Oblast Rayon (district) centre. 
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exports, especially fruit, to Ukraine, _ tions is currently the key issue. He 


Government eases agricultural loans 


(Eastern Economist)—The gov- 
ernment has allowed agricultural 
producers to use loans from com- 
mercial banks, for which the inter- 
est rate is compensated at 70% of 
a eee 


Slovaks share in 3 oblenergos 
(Eastern Economist)—Slovakian 
Vycgodoslovenske Energeticke Za- 
vody S.P. was declared the winner 
of tenders for a 65% stake in Kher- 
sonOblEnergo, 70% in Sevastopol- 
Energo and 51% in Kirovohrad- 
OblEnergo, April 24. The Slovaks 
offered a total of US$55.5 million. 
On April 17 the Vycgodoslovenske 
Energeticke also purchased a stake 
at ZhytomyrOblEnergo. 


the discount rate, set by the National 
Bank of Ukraine on the date the loan 
agreement is signed. 

This applies to loans for purchas- 
ing tractors and all types of com- 
bines as well as other domestically 
produced agricultural equipment. 
Prior to this, agricultural producers і 
could use privileged loans only for і і > 
financing their current expenses. : 

Ukraine’s budget 2001, gives 
agrarians Hr 150 million for privi- 
leged crediting. According to Agrar- 
ian Policy Ministry data as of the 
beginning of April, commercial 
banks have loaned agricultural pro- 
ducers Hr 1.1 billion via such com- 
pensation schemes. 
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PACE reprieves Ukraine 

(RFE/RL)—The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) 
voted by 103 to 17, with six abstentions, to give Ukraine until a PACE 
session in June to meet the Council of Europe’s standards of democracy 
and human rights, April 26. “Should there be no substantial progress by 
June, the Committee of Ministers should consider suspending Ukraine,” 
AP quoted from the PACE resolution. PACE backed away from an earlier 
resolution draft that asked for the immediate suspension of Ukraine’s 
membership from the Council of Europe, which Kyiv joined in 1995. 


Kuchma pledges to maintain reform 
(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma told the government on April 27 
that he disagrees with the parliament’s decision to oust Viktor Yushchenko, 
but is forced to accept his dismissal. Kuchma said Yushchenko’s cabinet 
has achieved positive results, adding that “it is vitally important today to 
develop and deepen [the results].”” Kuchma pledged to continue the previ- 
ous course in both domestic and foreign policies. “There cannot even be 
any mention of abandoning the policy of reforms,” he noted. 


Russia dismisses cases against Tymoshenko 
(Eastern Economist)—According to Batkivshchyna party leader Yulia 
Tymoshenko, all criminal cases against her in Russia have been dismissed 
due to lack of evidence. Tymoshenko, on April 27, said she recently had a 
meeting with representatives of the both the Russian and Ukrainian Pros- 
ecutor Generals’ Offices present. She said that the Russians officially stated 
that all cases against her were closed. She added that official documents 
will soon be sent to the Ukrainian PGO. 


Kuchma issues warning on independence 


(BBC Monitoring Service/UNIAN)—President Leonid Kuchma says that 
if Ukraine loses its independence it will never regain it. Speaking in Vilnius, 
April 23, Kuchma stressed that the Belarusian path is unacceptable to 
Ukraine. Kuchma also said that sometimes he does not understand certain 
politicians in other countries. He noted that Ukraine is a factor of stability 
in Europe and stressed that Russia and other European countries need 
stability in Ukraine. He also said that whoever wants to play with Ukraine 
must play carefully. 


EBRD mulls funding for new sarcophagus 

(Eastern Economist)—The European Bank for Reconstruction and De- 
velopment is engaged in talks with Ukraine on allocating funds for con- 
structing a new sarcophagus over the Chornobyl AES. German Nuclear 
Safety Association specialists say the existing sarcophagus, which was 
constructed in a rush after the disaster, is not reliable and may weaken in 
coming years. The new project envisions building a 100 metre high,120 
m long steel arch over the block. 
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Gazprom exerts increasing pressure on Ukraine 


By Michael Lelyveld 

(RFE/RL)—Russia’s Gazprom has increased pres- 
sure on Ukraine with an announcement that it is start- 
ing a study for a gas pipeline to Europe across the Bal- 
tic Sea. 

The move to bypass Ukraine is the second such step 
in two weeks. On April 24, the Russian gas monopoly 
signed an agreement with the Ruhrgas and Wintershall 
companies of Germany and Finland’s Fortum to study 
the US$3 billion undersea route. 

Gazprom board member Yuriy Komarov said, “Be- 
sides the feasibility study, the sides will work out a joint 
business plan and a financing concept,” the Reuters 
news agency reported. 

The news follows a similar Gazprom announcement 
on April 16 of a study by European gas companies from 
Germany, France, and Italy, as well as Poland’s state- 
owned РСМІС. The plan calls for analyzing three pipe- 
line routes running through Poland and Slovakia, avoid- 
ing Ukrainian territory. 

The studies are part of the Gazprom strategy that 
began last July to develop detours around Ukraine. 
Moscow has been locked in a long struggle with Kyiv 
over its diversions of gas for the past seven years. 
Gazprom has been virtually helpless to stop the prac- 
tice because 90 percent of its exports to Europe are piped 
through Ukraine. The country has run up $2 billion in 
debts for Russian gas. 

But the issue has now spread to include more than a 
dozen countries because of the European Union’s plan 
to double its energy imports from Russia over the next 
20 years. That proposal last October spurred new ef- 
forts on the pipeline routes by Gazprom’s biggest cus- 
tomers and partners in the EU. 

At the same time, Ukraine’s debt and the threat of a 
bypass set off a chain of events that have contributed to 
the current government crisis. Under pressure from 
Russia for payments, Ukraine’s former Deputy Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko tried to reform the coun- 
try’s energy sector to increase collections. Tymoshenko 
has charged that her efforts led to her firing and arrest 
on unproven charges of fraud. 

The ripples from Gazprom’s pressure may continue 
to be felt. The giant company, which is 38 percent owned 
by the Russian government, has long coveted Ukraine’s 


transit lines. But a series of schemes to swap Kyiv’s 
debt for an interest in the gas network have apparently 
failed because of sovereignty concerns. 

The EU has also been slow to make any connection 
between the bypass deals and political concerns about 
Gazprom. 

But that situation could change. A group of German 
lawmakers urged Ruhrgas to demand that Gazprom 
stop its assault on the media holdings of financier 
Viadimir Gusinsky. Ruhrgas owns 5 percent of 
Gazprom. 

But Gazprom appears to be following a relentless 
Strategy with Ukraine by pursuing a series of plans in 
Poland. Warsaw initially resisted Gazprom’s appeal for 
a route on the grounds that it did not want to help iso- 
late Ukraine. 

Poland relented, in part because of concerns that it 
might be seen as harming EU interests at a time when 
it is seeking membership. Some officials also argued 
that a refusal would only encourage Gazprom to de- 
velop the Baltic Sea route. 

Warsaw has also had environmental reasons for re- 
sisting Gazprom. The company’s preferred route runs 
through a Polish nature preserve which includes some 
of the last virgin forests in Europe. Gazprom has coun- 
tered the concern by proposing two additional routes. 

But the announcement of the second study for the 
Baltic Sea pipeline suggests that Gazprom is ready to 
pressure Poland with an alternative, in the same way 
that it is pressuring Ukraine by proposing Polish routes. 

Bypass pipelines have become one of the hallmarks 
of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s government. 

Putin ordered construction of a Caspian oil pipeline 
to avoid Chechnya after taking office as prime minis- 
ter in 1999. Russia also started building an oil pipeline 
to detour around Ukraine this year. Moscow hopes to 
complete a Baltic oil line to the Gulf of Finland this 
year, bypassing Latvia and Lithuania. 

Critics have said that a Baltic gas line to Germany 
would be far more costly than an overland route. But 
the project is similar in concept to Russia’s Blue Stream 
pipeline to Turkey, which is due to be laid across the 
Black Sea this year. The controversial line would give 
Russia a direct route to Turkey without relying on tran- 
sit countries. 
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